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From the Editor  
Greetings Fellow Numismatists! 

Welcome to the February issue of The SCanner! As usual, there 

is plenty of news and fascinating articles in this issue, but sadly, 

we start off the new year with the passing of two of the SCNA 

family. Mr. Hugh Shull, a numismatic legend in South Carolina, 

and Mr. Bill Howell, a behind the scenes supporter of SCNA, both passed to life eter-

nal in December 2025. Tributes to each of these fine gentlemen starts this issue. 

As is typical, the February issue reports on the ñdoingsò at the most recent SCNA 

Convention. Besides the fantastic numismatic offerings found on the bourse floor, 

there were several special events and activities that were enjoyed by the attendees. I 

hope you enjoy reminiscing as you peruse the photo collage presented in this issue.  

Read the SCNA News section to learn about the special recognitions that have re-

cently occurred. We welcome two new Life Members, Mr. Adam Lankford and Mr. 

Mike Smith; we recognize new honorary life member Mr. Will Gragg; you can read the 

amazing list of accomplishments that earned the Sumter Coin Club (Sumter, SC) 

recognition as SCNAôs 2025 Club of the Year; and finally in this section please read 

about the significant financial contribution made to SCNA by the Alan Darr family.  

With the New Year comes a new season of coin shows, and South Carolina starts the 

year off with a BANG! There are FIVE shows in the first 11 weeks of the year ï Low 

Country (in Ladsen), Charlotte; Upstate (Spartanburg); Aiken, and Camden. See the 

listing of shows on page 55, and have fun attending these eventsðthey are the back-

bone of our hobbyôs success.  

Finally, I hope you enjoy the numismatic articles featured in this issue! In addition to 

the Convention Photo Collage, I provide two more articles ï It Finally Happened! (the 

Upfront Fun! Article) and Hunting History: A Curious Short Snorter.  Frequent contrib-

utor Mark Benvenuto discusses the soon-to-be-issued SemiQ 10 Cents piece in Final-

ly, Itôs Dime Time! And Jeff Goodall (who is also becoming a frequent contributor to 

our magazine) asks Are We Listening to our Treasures?  Thanks Mark and Jeff for 

making The SCanner one of the best numismatic periodicals produced!  

The Officers of the SCNA Executive Board wish each of you a safe, prosperous, and 

healthy new year! Happy Reading! 

Steve Kuhl, 803 -645 -1769; 
scnanewsletter@gmail.com  
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A Tribute to Cothran òHughó Shull, Jr.  
By Steve Kuhl  

It is with great sadness that the SCNA announces the passing of 

numismatic luminary and four-term SCNA President Mr. Hugh 

Shull. Inducted to the SCNA Hall of Fame in 2024 (right, with 

SCNA President Randy Clark), Hugh served his first term as 

President of the organi-

zation in 1983, followed 

by a three-year stint from 

1997 through 1999. Hugh served the SCNA 

in so many ways, including several stints as 

a Governor, and he was recognized as the 

SCNAôs Most Outstanding Numismatist in 

1990. A summary of Hughôs numismatic ac-

complishments can be read in his obituary, 

which is reprinted below. But before that, Iôd 

like to share some of my memories of inter-

acting with Hugh.  

I didnôt have the fortune of knowing Hugh nearly as well or as long as many other 

people, but he always treated me with respect and grace, and I improved as a numis-

matist with his insight and mentoring. One of my favorite numismatic memories of 

Hugh was the beautiful sunny day in November 2019 when he and I took a road trip 

to the South Carolina Department of Archives and History, where we received a per-

sonal tour of the facility and its holdings ï both numismatic and non-numismatic. At 

this time the SCDAH was just completing a 10 year conservation effort of a cache of 

obsolete South Carolina and Confederate currency that had been found stored in the 

basement of the SC Capital building in 2007. We were able to view rarities, errors, 

unique notes, and in one case, this unlisted 1822 $10 SC discovery note! 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 
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We also saw key historical documents 

related to South Carolinaôs history, to 

include every State Constitution and 

the original South Carolina Ordinance 

of Secession that immediately preced-

ed the Civil War. More details of this 

visit can be found in the June 2020 

issue of The SCanner, available on the 

SCNA website at https://www.sc-

na.org/documents/Scanner48v2.pdf.  

Hugh and I were chatting about South 

Carolina obsolete currency at the 2019 

SCNA Annual Convention. I mentioned 

his book and we talked about the expe-

riences of being an author and having 

material published. I mentioned to him 

that over the past several years my 

wife and I had become enamored with 

obsolete uniface currency that is printed on the backs of other obsolete notes. I told 

him about our recent acquisition of two $5 notes issued by the Holly Springs 

(Mississippi) Real Estate Exchange Office. The reverse of these bills have portions of 

$1, $2, and $3 notes issued by the State of Louisiana in 1862. Although purchased 

from different dealers a year apart, it was discovered that each Holly Springs note con-

tained the other half of the actual Louisiana notes. When the two Holly Springs notes 

were put together, it resulted in making 3 

whole (matching serial numbers) Louisi-

ana notes! Hugh patiently listen to my 

story and then explained how this possibil-

ity had been set-up. He revealed that he 

had actually handled several sheets of the 

Holly Springs / State of Louisiana notes 

while working as a currency dealer in Mis-

sissippi, and he knew the sheets had been 

cut to sell the Holly Springs notes. He cat-

aloged these State of Louisiana Second 

Series notes of 1862 on pages 142 & 143 

of his 2007 book. But even he was sur-

prised that I was lucky enough (luck and 

the help of Lisa Daniels Twitty!) to assem-

ble the whole State of Louisiana notes!   

Hugh taking a close look at the South Carolina 
Ordinance of Secession, November, 2019. 
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For more on this fascinating evolution, see the October 2019 issue of SCNAôs The 

SCanner at https://www.sc-  na.org/documents/Scanner47v3.pdf   

An example of Hughôs generosity: Just a 

couple of weeks after this conversation, a 

package arrived in my mail. Hugh had sent 

me an autographed copy of his book, A 

Guide Book of Southern States Currency! If 

you own a copy of this book you know it is 

an excellent resource for the obsolete note 

collector, and that a veritable ñwhoôs whoò of 

foremost numismatists whom Hugh knew 

well and called ñfriendò (think Bowers, Wol-

ka, Ton, Mintz, Sheheen, Kelly, Criswell, 

Denly, and on and oné) contributed to the 

endeavor.   

One more story about Hugh before present-

ing his obituary. Iôm sure many of you knew 

what a Corvette enthusiast Hugh was. In 

2024 he and his wife Martha visited the 

Myrtle Beach (SC) Air Force Base. Hugh 

sent me this photograph of him with their 

2019 Corvette in front of an A-10 airplane. 

Hugh wrote: Our just-wrapped 2019 Grand Sport Corvette convertible; The jet is an 

A10 Marauder, a really bad a** low level attack jet. Armament was 4-50 millimeter wing 

guns that alone were deadly enough. If fully armed it had a 500 pound fragmentation 

bomb on the 

underbelly and 

various rockets 

on the wings. It 

saved thou-

sands of Ma-

rines & Soldiers 

lives in Vietnam, 

and was the jet 

always sent in 

for ground at-

tacks in support 

of our troops. 

Like I said a 

really BA jet. The Army, Air Force, & Marines still use them but a greatly advanced 

model now. 

A re-print of Hughôs obituary follows.  /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 
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Cothran "Hugh" Shull, Jr. 
November 25, 1951 ~ December 19, 2025  

Cothran ñHughò Shull Jr., 74, of Lexing-

ton passed away peacefully surrounded 

by loving family on December 19th, 

2025. He was born November 25th, 

1951 to the late Cothran H. Shull, Sr. 

and Dorothy Evetta Shull.  

Hugh was an Air Force veteran who 

loved his country. He enjoyed his time in 

Thailand serving as Chief Base Cashier. 

After leaving the Air Force, he worked 

under the GI Bill for Mr. Weemôs Coin 

Shop in Gulfport, Mississippi. His love of 

coin collecting began at the age of sev-

en. Through the coin shop, he learned 

about obsolete paper money. This be-

came a 45+ year passion as a collector 

and dealer. He was very successful and 

was held in high esteem by his peers. Hugh was a life member of the American Numis-

matic Association, the Florida United Numismatists, charter member of the Profession-

al Currency Dealers Association, and the South Carolina Numismatic Association, the 

last two of which he served many years on the governing board, and was a four-time 

past president in both. He was also a member of many other numismatic associations. 

In 1990, he was awarded the SCNA Most Outstanding Numismatist Award. In 1992, he 

was presented with a Numismatic Ambas-

sador Award for his many contributions to 

the hobby. In 2007, he was awarded a 

Numismatic Literary Guild Award of Ex-

traordinary Merit as well a PCDA Literary 

Award for his book ñA Guide Book of 

Southern States Currencyò. In 2018, Hugh 

was inducted into the Society of Paper 

Money Collectors Hall of Fame.  In 2020, 

he received an ANA Presidential Award for 

his dedicated service to ñour numismatic 

familyò. In 2024, he was inducted into the 

SCNA Hall of Fame.  
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Hugh loved the outdoors and enjoyed hunting and bass fishing. Later in life, he be-

came an avid Corvette enthusiast, throwing back to having his first corvette at the age 

of 18. He was a member of the Capitol City Corvette Club where he served on the 

board and was a past president. 

Hugh was predeceased by his parents. He is survived by his loving wife of 31 years, 

Martha; his very special daughter, Hailey Evetta; chosen family and Haileyôs ñother 

Motherò, Tracy Jefferson; brother, T. Haskell Shull II (Diane); niece, Patricia Shull 

Padgett (Scott); nephew, J. Spencer Shull (Kelly); great-nieces, Abigail Padgett and 

Savanna Padgett; too many relatives by marriage to list who loved him dearly, as well 

as many friends who are like family. 

Pallbearers are Greg Ton, Steve Twitty, Donnie Drake, Mack Martin, Tony Chibbaro 

and Dennis Lewis. Honorary Pallbearers are his many friends in the Capitol City Cor-

vette Club. 

Memorials may be made to St. Joseph Indian School in Chamberlain, SD, of which 

Hugh was a long time donor. 

 

Hugh will certainly be missed, but he will never be forgotten! His legacy lives on 

through the memories and knowledge he has left us with, and the numismatic items 

directly traceable to him. I know there are notes I purchased from him that, obviously, 

will always remind me of him. And I will smile as I remember!  

Rest well my friend! 
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In Memoriam: 
Wilbur G. òBilló Howell, Jr.  

September 11, 1949 ñ December 28, 2025 
Sadly, December 2025 marked another pass-

ing with significance to the SCNA ï Mr. Bill 

Howell, of Aiken South Carolina transitioned 

to life eternal on December 28, 2025. Bill was 

a quiet man who served SCNA ñbehind the 

scenesò by printing and mailing SCNAôs The 

SCanner magazine. Bill and his staff have 

served in this role for many years, starting 

when Steve Twitty was Editor of the maga-

zine. Bill was also a numismatist in his own 

right and was a member of the Stephen 

James CSRA Coin Club in Aiken. I always 

enjoyed my numismatic chats with Bill when I 

went to pick up the completed magazines. 

Several years ago 

Bill gifted me several boxes of numismatic books and peri-

odicals that he no longer wanted. In the box were The Nu-

mismatists from the 1950s through the 1980s, which was a 

wonderful addition to my numismatic library! I think of Bill 

each time I glance through one of these books or maga-

zines. Bill was multifaceted with many talents and interests, 

and the heart of a servant leader. His obituary is reprinted 

below, as well as a couple of photos of Billôs championship-

winning race car!  

Wilbur G. ñBillò Howell, Jr., 76, of 

Aiken, South Carolina, passed 

away on December 28, 2025 

after enduring a long journey with 

heart disease, facing it with re-

markable strength and grace. 

The only son of Wilbur G. Howell, 

Sr. and Nora Alice Howell, Bill 

was born in Aiken, South Carolina, and was a lifelong resident of the community he 

dearly loved.  

{/b! b9²{Η 
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He took immense pride in his work at the family business, which began at The Aiken 

Standard and Review, where he was involved in every aspect of the operationðfrom 

delivering newspapers on his paper route to running a printing press. Bill later went 

on to lead the family business as owner of Howell Printing Company. 

Known as a quiet leader and a steadfast pillar of the Aiken community, Bill believed 

deeply in service. He graduated from Aiken High School. He was a graduate of the 

University of South Carolina Aiken and continued his education at the University of 

South Carolina in Columbia, where he proudly served his country in both the United 

States Navy Reserves and the United States Army Reserves during the Vietnam 

era. He was a longtime member of the Aiken Rotary Club, continuing a family legacy 

of service that included his late uncle, Benjamin King, a charter member. He also 

served on the board of directors for Aikenôs Downtown Development Association, 

supporting the downtown area, which he truly loved. Giving back to his community 

was one of Billôs greatest joys.  

Outside of his professional and civic life, Bill was an avid and accomplished NHRA 

drag racer. He was an IHRA National Champion, a three-time NHRA Division 2 

Champion, and was well known in racing circles by the nickname ñSneaky Snake.ò 

Above all else, Billôs greatest dedication was to his late wife, Janice K. Howell, and 

to being a loving father and grandfather. He will be deeply missed by all who knew 

and loved him. 

Bill is survived by his daughter, Grace Elizabeth Howell, his grandson, Nixon Everett 

Torres, dearest cousin Johnny 

McCullough, Niece Lynne Hawkins 

Pou and her son Zane Alec Pou, 

work family Tara Branch Reeder and 

Robyn Altamar, alongside a host of 

additional close friends and family. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Janice K. Howell; his parents, Wilbur G. How-

ell, Sr., and Nora Alice Howell; and his sister, Annie Lynn Hawkins. A joint celebra-

tion of life for Bill and Janice will be announced at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers, those wishing to honor Billôs years of steadfast dedication to the 

Aiken community are encouraged to make a contribution to a local charity of their 

choice. 

Above: Bill Howell racing his brand-

new 1970 Mustang Cobra Jet 428. 

Right: Bill in his 1970 Mustang Cobra 

Jet 428 A/SA at a South Georgia Mo-

torsports Parkôs Outlaw Drag Racing 

Series Division 2 event. 
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Sumter CC wins Recognition as SCNA's 

2025 Club of the Year! 
By Steve Kuhl 

The 106 members of the Sumter Coin 

Club certainly know they have a good 

thing going, and now their success has 

gathered state-level recognition! The 

South Carolina Numismatic Association 

(SCNA) recognized the Sumter Coin Club 

(SCC) as the 2025 Club of the Year at 

SCNAôs  53rd Anniversary annual Conven-

tion in Greenville SC in October, 2025.  

In November 2025, SCNA President 

Randy Clark presented the award to SCC 

president, Jeff Goodall. The SCC was 

recognized  for their successful efforts at 

growing the SCC; building up their coin 

show; and significantly furthering the hob-

by of numismatics. Under Mr. Goodallôs 

guidance, and with the support of many SCC members, the Sumter Coin Club has 

become a vibrant and engaged numismatic leader in South Carolina, embodying the 

ideals of the SCNA as stated in the by-laws: ñé dedicated to the promotion and the 

advancement of the knowledge of numismatics in its various branches; to assist in 

bringing about better cooperation be-

tween all persons interested in the 

science; to promote greater popular 

interest in the field of numismatics in 

the state covered by such an organi-

zation of coin collectors and interest-

ed parties through closer relations 

with one another, and to promote 

friendly feeling for one another 

through social activities and the inter-

change of ideas and discussions of 

mutual interest.ò At right, SCNA Presi-

dent Randy Clark presents the recog-

nition to SCC President Jeff Goodall. 

{/b! b9²{Η 


