
1 

 

The SCanner  

The Official Publication from  

The SOUTH CAROLINA  

NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION  

Volume 53, No. 1, February 2025  



2 

 

The SCanner  

The Official Publication of the  

South Carolina Numismatic Association  

Volume 53 No. 1, FEBRUARY 2025  



3 

 



4 

 

ADVERTISING 
What better way to promote your business than to advertise while supporting a worth-

while, non-profit organization? Since its inception in 1973, the SCNA has been promot-

ing and furthering the cause of numismatics in the Southeast. The goal of any business 

is to maintain serious, repeat customers. We are proud to be a destination for serious 

collectors. Collectors and dealers who are serious about being informed about happen-

ings in the state and the country in relation to coin collecting come here. They visit this 

site and subscribe to the SCanner journal. Now you can support this organization that 

benefits the numismatic community while reaching an audience filled with serious-

minded individuals.  

POLICY  
The policy is that an advertisement will run for three (3) issues. The only changes for 

these issues will be to change the telephone number, address or e-mail address. Ad-

vertisements are important to us in order to defray the costs of producing and mailing 

The SCanner. The SCNA and the advertising dealers would appreciate your mentioning 

to them that you have seen their ad in this journal. The SCNA reserves the right to re-

fuse any requested advertisement should the proposed ad be determined, at the sole 

discretion of the Editor, non-compliant with SCNA rules or standards. 

RATES* FOR REGULAR SCNA JOURNAL 
(Black & White image in printed copy of The SCanner) 

(3 ISSUES PER YEAR) 

HALF PAGE: $100* PER YEAR / FULL PAGE: $150* PER YEAR 

Ad costs prorated if published in less than three issues / year 

*Rates subject to change at the discretion of SCNA.  

For current rates, contact the SCanner Editor.  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Steve Kuhl, SCanner Editor 

PO Box 293, New Ellenton, SC 29809 

scnanewsletter@gmail.com 

803-645-1769 

DEADLINES FOR SUBMITTALS 
Issue:    Deadline: 

February   December 1st 

June    April 1st 

October   August 1st 

Items received after deadline may not be printed in the following issue. 
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Annual SCNA Dues:  
Individual ($20) / Individual Paperless ($15)  

Family ($35)  

Youth ($1)  

Dealer ($20)  / Dealer Paperless ($10)  

Life Memberships :*  

Individual: ($250)  

Senior (60 & older) ($150)  

Club ($150) *  

* Eligible after 1 year of regular membership (in any 

category) in good standing  

Grow our hobby ñsponsor a new member today!!!!  

Considering ògoing greenó via paperless membership! 

Membership application is  

available in this edition of  

The SCanner, and  online at  

www.SC -NA.org!  

Address Changes/Corrections?  
Please send address or name changes to:  

Stephanie Durham, Membership Chair, at  
steve@pqdollars.com  

SCNA MEMBERSHIP RATES  
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WWW.SC-NA.ORG  

www.facebook.com/SCNumismatics 

www.instagram.com/sc_numismatic_association/ 

twitter.com/SC_Numismatics 
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From the Editor  
Greetings Fellow Numismatists! 

With Spring just around the corner (robins are appearing in my 
yard) is it too late to say happy new year? Well, since we have 
kicked off the 2025 coin show season with the Upstate and Low 
Country shows, how about happy numismatic new year? And 

the shows are continuing in quick succession ï The clubs in Aiken and Camden are 
having shows in March, Midlands and GNA in April, and Augusta in May. Exciting! 

My time at last Octoberôs SCNA Annual Convention and Coin Show was much differ-
ent than in past years. Over the course of three days I only spent perhaps a total of 
three hours on the bourse floor! Why? Because, as detailed in this issue, I was partici-
pating is some very special events put on by the SCNA: I (and 20 other people) at-
tended the ANA Counterfeit Detection seminar, ably hosted by Messrs. Keith Moon 
and Bill Latour (owner of Low Country Coins). When you see Bill, please congratulate 
him ï he is now ANA-certified to teach three courses ï Counterfeit Detection, and 
both Fundamental and Intermediate Grading! Well Done Mr. Latour! 

In conjunction with Greg Capps, Robin Rice, and the wonderful staff from Brunk Auc-
tions of Asheville, NC, I helped coordinate SCNAôs first annual numismatic auction! 
While attendance in the room was light, there was a solid internet presence, and all 
but two of the 134 lots were sold! Plans are already underway for this yearôs auction ï 
see the information in this issue for how you can submit your items!  

This issue contains a collage of photos taken at the convention, and I am grateful for 
the photographers who acted in my stead ï Stefanie Durham, Typhany Nordeen, Lisa 
Daniels, and Will Gragg - Thank you folks! 

I want to circle back to the topic of counterfeiting ï this scourge continues to increase 
as technology and Artificial Intelligence advance in leaps and bounds. In this issue I 
relay the story of one person who was a victim and incurred a significant loss due to 
counterfeit coins. Between this article and the article on the ANA Counterfeit Detection 
Seminar, I provide several ways that we can gain knowledge and better protect our-
selves from this bane.  

Sadly, we note the passing of Mr. Jim Barry ï former SCNA President, Founder and 
Charter member of the club in Aiken, and my friend of many years. Jim was an expert 
in ancient coins, and I attended many of his presentations where he provided the con-
text associated with the coins he was showing. I learned a lot of Greek and Roman 
history from Jim! We will miss him greatly, and our condolences to Helen, his wife of 
60+ years and another stalwart numismatist! 

Frequent contributors Will Gragg and Mark Benvenuto round out the numismatic arti-
cles in this issue. Will ponders the possible ending of the minting of US Cents; Mark 
talks us through re-assembling a 1942-P Proof Set.  

I hope you enjoy reading this issue and find it valuable to your hobby. I also hope to 
see many of you at the show in Aiken on March 15th! 

Steve Kuhl,  
803 -645 -1769; scnanewsletter@gmail.com  
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Upfront Fun - The Kickoff Article  

Reassembling the 1942 Proof Set 

By Mark Benvenuto 
The United States Mint is a veritable corporation, industry, and business unto itself 

when it comes to producing proof coins, and has been for several decades.  There is 

no doubt that the fine folks working there are at the absolute top of their game when it 

comes to minting absolutely perfect proof coins.  And the volume produced ensures 

that virtually every annual set will be a relatively common set of the nationôs circulating 

coins.  But it wasnôt always this way.  Back when what collectors generally call the 

modern era of proof sets began, the output was extremely low, certainly by todayôs 

standards.  Letôs take a close look at just one, and see how tough an endeavor it 

would be to reassemble it. 

No, not 1936! It might seem logical to look at the oldest of the modern proof sets to 

see about prices for each of the pieces in one, but this is going to be an expensive 

proposition.  After all, the 1936 

is the least common of them 

all.  That means each and eve-

ry coin will not come cheap.   

Yes, the 1942! The main Mint 

in Philadelphia put out proof 

sets from 1936 to 1942, then 

took some years off before 

restarting the program in 1950.  

The production for any and all 

seven of the years from ô36 to 

ô42 qualify as tiny by our mod-

ern standards.  But the 1942 set was the most common of these years.  The number 

of each denomination does not match up if we are to look through standard refer-

ences like ñThe Red Book,ò simply because proofs were not made exclusively to be 

sold as sets back in that time.  But for the Lincoln cent, it appears that 32,600 proofs 

were produced. 

As just mentioned, 32,600 proofs is a tiny number, and we might think that getting our 

hands on such a cent today might be a real chance to flatten our wallet.  The pleasant 

surprise then is that we can do so for about $40.  We will not go into the nuance and 

detail of whether a specimen is red, or red-brown, or brilliant brown; rather weôll leave 

that up to each individual.  But this price can serve as a start point for us. 

1942 Lincoln Cent (Wheat Reverse), PCGS Proof 

67+RD, Courtesy PCGS at https://



13 

 

 



14 

 

The 1942 nickel: The year 1942 was the first of four during which the composition of 

our five-cent coins was changed.  There were some proofs made with the usual alloy 

ï 29,600 to be exact ï and 

slightly more made with the 

large mint mark over Monticello, 

and the adjusted alloy.  A bit on 

the strange side, it is the less 

common one that is the most 

affordable, coming in at about 

$40 for a PF-63 grade. A bit like 

the proof Lincoln cent, weôll 

leave a discussion of the subtle 

minting details of ñfull stepò 

Monticello examples for another 

time.  Yes, this type of choice 

strike will cost somewhat more.  But itôs good to know that we can land a Jefferson 

nickel for only $40 as a proof. 

The 1942 proof Mercury dime: It appears there were 22,329 Mercury dimes churned 

out as proofs in 1942.  This coin and design has been a collector favorite for decades; 

and we can claim this is still the case today, with both a gold version having been 

made a few years back, as well as palladium bullion coins produced with the image.   

1942-P 5 Cents Jefferson Nickel, PCGS Proof 68, 

Courtesy of PCGS at https://www.pcgs.com/

coinfacts/coin/1942-5c-nickel/images/4179  



15 

 

With this level of popularity, as 

we might expect, the price is 

going to be somewhat higher 

than we have seen for the first 

two pieces in this quintet.  Weôll 

need something like $150 to 

$200 to land one of these prime 

dimes.  On purpose we give a 

price range because this is the 

general zone we find if we stop 

in at what can be called, ñthe 

flea market that never sleeps,ò 

eBay.  Still, even though the price tag is a bit rich, itôs far lower than a rare Mercury 

dime might be.  

The proof Washington quarter: When it comes to the first of what we can consider the 

big duet of silver in proof coins of 1942, we find that standard lists indicate there were 

21,123 proof twenty-five cent pieces churned out.  This number is lower than the just-

mentioned Mercury dime count, 

yet the price is also a bit lower.  

This is probably because the fan 

base for the traditional Washing-

ton quarter has never been as 

deep and dedicated as that for 

the ten-cent pieces.  Whatever 

the case though, something like 

$100 should be able to land us a 

1942 proof Washington quarter 

in a grade such as PF-65. 

The Walking Liberty half: The big 

game trophy for any 1942 proof 

set is going to be the Walking Liberty half dollar.  Again we have a number provided by 

the different reference books ï 21,120 of these big guys. And again we can expect a 

hefty price tag, since the Walkers tend to be one of the most avidly collected classic 

series of United States silver coins.  So here we go with some prices: $400 for a PF-63 

specimen, and $500 for the same as PF-65. 

1942-P 10 Cents, PCGS Proof 86, Courtesy of 

PCGS at https://www.pcgs.com/coinfacts/

coin/1942-10c/images/5077 

1942-P 25 Cents Washington Quarter, PCGS 

Proof 69, Courtesy of PCGS at https://

www.pcgs.com/coinfacts/coin/1942-25c/5981 

WWW.SC-NA.ORG  

www.facebook.com/SCNumismatics 

www.instagram.com/sc_numismatic_association/ 

twitter.com/SC_Numismatics 
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For those of us who cap our 

spending at something like $100 

per purchase, no matter what, 

this is going to seem ridiculous.  

But when we consider how rare a 

1942 proof Walking Liberty half 

dollar is, we have to admit this is 

actually an undervalued fifty-cent 

piece.  It might be worth saving 

up for one.     

All summed up? It seems rea-

sonable to assemble this set for 

under $1,000! We claim the Walking Liberty half dollar as the big game trophy, and so 

we can stretch the analogy a bit further and point out that it is the lionôs share of the 

expenses if we opt to reassemble a 1942 proof set.  The Mercury dime comes in next, 

but is not really going to bust most budgets.  And the cent, nickel, and quarter are pretty 

affordable.  It looks like putting the 1942 proof set together again is not that far fetched 

an idea after all! 

Graphics, layout, and editing by Steve Kuhl 

1942-P 50 Cents Walking Liberty Half-Dollar, 

PCGS Proof 67+CAM, Courtesy of PCGS at 

https://www.pcgs.com/coinfacts/coin/1942-50c-

1942-P Proof Set in Capital Plastic Holder, Sold out at $889, Courtesy of Yester-

dayôs Change at  https://shop.yesterdayschange.com/products/1942-6-coin-

proof-set-superb-brilliant-proof-in-capital-plastic 
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BREAKING NEWS! ANNOUNCING THE 2025 SJCSRA COIN 

SHOW! After a several year hiatus, the SJCSRACC is mak-

ing preparations to hold a Coin and Currency show on 

Saturday, March 15th,2025. The show will be held at the 

gymnasium of South Aiken Presbyterian Church, 1711 

Whiskey Road. This is the same location the most recent 

show was held. Please see the flyer elsewhere in this is-

sue for more information.  
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