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MAKE YOUR PLANS TO ADVERTISE IN THE INNOVATIVE  

2023 SCNA SHOWTIME GAZETTE! 
This large-format flyer will be extensively issued across the 

Southeast in the summer of 2023, in anticipation of the October 

2023 SCNA Convention.  

AD COPY AND FEE PAYMENT DUE BY 4/1//23 
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ADVERTISING 
What better way to promote your business than to advertise while supporting a worth-

while, non-profit organization? Since its inception in 1973, the SCNA has been promot-

ing and furthering the cause of numismatics in the Southeast. The goal of any busi-

ness is to maintain serious, repeat customers. We are proud to be a destination for 

serious collectors. Collectors and dealers who are serious about being informed about 

happenings in the state and the country in relation to coin collecting come here. They 

visit this site and subscribe to the SCanner journal. Now you can support this organiza-

tion that benefits the numismatic community while reaching an audience filled with 

serious-minded individuals.  

POLICY  
The policy is that an advertisement will run for three (3) issues. The only changes for 

these issues will be to change the telephone number, address or e-mail address. Ad-

vertisements are important to us in order to defray the costs of producing and mailing 

The SCanner. The SCNA and the advertising dealers would appreciate your mention-

ing to them that you have seen their ad in this journal. The SCNA reserves the right to 

refuse any requested advertisement should the proposed ad be determined, at the 

sole discretion of the Editor, non-compliant with SCNA rules or standards. 

RATES* FOR REGULAR SCNA JOURNAL 
(Black & White image in printed copy of The SCanner) 

(3 ISSUES PER YEAR) 

HALF PAGE: $100* PER YEAR / FULL PAGE: $150* PER YEAR 

Ad costs prorated if published in less than three issues / year 

*Rates subject to change at the discretion of SCNA. For current rates, 
contact the SCanner Editor.  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Steve Kuhl, SCanner Editor 

PO Box 293, New Ellenton, SC 29809 
scnanewsletter@gmail.com 

803-645-1769 

DEADLINES FOR SUBMITTALS 
Issue:    Deadline: 

February   December 1st 
June    April 1st 

October   August 1st 

Items received after deadline may not be printed in the following issue. 
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Annual SCNA Dues:  
Individual ($20) / Individual Paperless ($15)  

Family ($35) / Youth ($1)  
Dealer ($20) / Dealer Paperless ($10)  

Life* ($250) / Senior Life* (60 & older) or Club Life* ($150) 

Membership application is in this SCanner and  
online at www.SC -NA.org!  

Address Changes/Corrections?  
Please send any address or name correc-

tions to Steve Twitty, Membership 
Chair, at steve@pqdollars.com  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS Η 
It is a pleasure to welcome the latest additions to our 

SCNA family! We welcome you and look forward to your 

active participation in this great organization! We trust 

your membership with SCNA will be a rewarding and 

educational experience for many years to come!  
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WWW.SC-NA.ORG  
www.facebook.com/SCNumismatics 

www.instagram.com/sc_numismatic_association/ 
twitter.com/SC_Numismatics 
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From the President  
Dear SCNA Members, 

I just got back from the FUN Show and it was great!  I saw sev-

eral SCNA folks there and hope more had the opportunity to 

attend.  

Our 50th Convention was a resounding success!  Highlights 

were the 1913 Nickel and the 1804 Silver Dollar brought in by 

the ANA Road Show.  Mr. Doug Mudd spent three days explaining their history and 

stories.  This year we had our first ANA Traveling Seminar with Rod Gillis teaching Fun-

damentals of Grading.  Twenty students finished the class, and all said they enjoyed it 

and learned many great points to improve their grading skills. Plans are being worked 

on to repeat this course for the 51st Convention and hopefully to add several more clas-

ses.  Keep your eye on the SCanner and SCNA Showtime Gazette for more infor-

mation.  I hope many of you will take the opportunity to further your numismatic educa-

tion and skills at the 2023 Convention.  

We also were honored with several of the leaders from the ANA.  Dr. and Mrs. Ralph 

Ross President of ANA, Cliff Mishler - Governor and Past President of ANA, Jeff Garrett 

- Governor and Past President, Colonel Steven Ellsworth (USA-Retired) Past President, 

and Mary Lynn Garrett ï Governor, Doug Mudd - Curator, ANA Money Museum, Rod 

Gillis - ANA Director of Education, Richard Jozefiak ï ANA Outreach Programs Coordi-

nator, Danny Freeman ï ANA Regional Representative, and Albert Englehardt ï ANA 

Regional Representative. These fine folks are working to improve all aspects of the 

ANA and make a better experience for all in the future. Those who attended had the 

opportunity to have their picture taken with Ben Franklin and Uncle Sam. 

SCNA gave several awards to members who have worked hard to build our organiza-

tion and have distinguished themselves.   You can read about them on another page of 

this SCanner. 

One of the SCNA missions is to promote education of numismatics.  I am asking all of 

you for thoughts, comments, and ideas as to how to promote this in your local clubs. 

Please contact me with any ideas you may have.  Also, we need to work together to 

bring the Youth into our great hobby.  Please make a personal goal to bring a young 

person into numismatics. 

Security, Security and Security.  Please be careful of your valuables.  Change your rou-

tines, have someone watch while you load and unload, and never leave your valuables 

in your car overnight.  Watch out for yourself and others.  If you see something or 

someone strange ask or notify someone.    

Hope to see you all at a coin show in the near future. 

Randy Clark   
843-367-0141; twobuckrandy@yahoo.com 
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From the Editor  
Greetings, Fellow Numismatists!  

Welcome to the February 2023 issue of 

The SCanner! In my profession as a pro-

ject manager, Iôm always diving into the 

data to see what it tells me about how 

healthy the project is. And from that perspective, I looked at some 

of the characteristics of this issue, to gain similar insight. Allow me to share some data: 

This magazine is 84 pages long, it contains 6 numismatic articles written by five differ-

ent authors, and in aggregate the articles comprise 36 pages, with an additional 7+ 

pages of member club news. All in all, over 50% of this issue is information specifically 

written for YOU! Think about that, and think about this data ï what information does it 

provide? What conclusions can you draw?  

For me, I see a vibrant numismatic community, one whose members demonstrate 

commitment to this hobby, that give their time to research and share their new-found 

knowledge for the betterment of all. I see a diversity and broad range of numismatic 

interests, such as: Mark Benvenuto providing some insight on how to realistically as-

semble a type set of US half-cents; Arno Safranôs concluding article of his four-part 

series on the coins of the US Mintôs Chief Engravers (excellent series Arno!); Will 

Graggôs support and guidance to our Young Numismatists (and even to some of us 

older ones too!) as he shares his joy and tips for collecting medals; Tony Chibbaro 

delving deep into the history recorded on South Carolina Obsoletes in an attempt to 

identify nine unknown portraits; and two articles from me ï the first documents an on-

going and evolving exploration of South Carolina Civil War Emergency Fractional notes 

(actually, the other notes printed on their reverses); The second ï a description and 

photo essay of all the wonderful events that created the greatest coin show ever held in 

South Carolina ï the SCNAôs 50th Anniversary Convention and Coin Show! I hope you 

enjoy reading the offerings of this issue! 

As always, with kindest regards, 

Steve  

Editor, The SCanner and 2nd VP, SCNA  

   scnanewsletter@gmail.com8 

   803-645-1769 

 

Correction! On Page 51 of the October 

2022 issue, I misidentified Glenn Lea-

phart as Glenn Sanders. Since they are 

good friends, neither was too upset! 

Here is the original photo with the cor-

rected caption: My apologies my friends! 
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Is a half-cent type set possible? 
By Mark Benvenuto 

When it comes to amazing United States coin series with classic designs and lots of 

history to them, the half-cents are somewhere near the bottom of just about any list.  

Yes, they have a classic design, or series of designs.  Yes, they have some amazing 

history to them.  But when it comes to folks aching to put them into some kind of collec-

tion, well, the ñoomphò just doesnôt seem to be there.  Itôs fair to say that much more of 

the spotlight goes to our large cents.  With that in mind, it might be worth looking at the 

smallest denomination coins our Mint pounded out, and at least see if a type set is pos-

sible for the interested collector.   

Braided Hair 

In gazing at half-cents, 

the last of them might be 

the wisest place to start, 

since what is called the 

Braided Hair design ï 

the artistry of Mr. Chris-

tian Gobrecht ï was is-

sued from 1840 all the 

way to 1857.  Yet leafing 

through any of the stand-

ard reference works gives us a quick hint as to why many collectors choose to give this 

series a miss: there were small numbers of half-cents struck from 1840 to 1849, along 

with restrikes made for each of those years.  To borrow a phrase, we canôt tell the play-

ers without a program!  

If we want just a single example of the Braided Hair half cent design, the date to focus 

on wonôt be any of those in the restrike zone, but rather the 1853.  It has only 129,694 

to its official Mint tally, but that number is larger than anything else in the series.  We 

can get our hands on one in a grade like very fine, or VF-20, for less than $100 (a price 

folks tend to think of as not being too high for comfort).  

Curiously, thatôs basically the same price as many of 

the less common dates in the series, which is probably 

an indicator that few collectors are trying to assemble a 

full date run of them. 

Classic Head 

Prior to the Braided Hair design, the half cents sported 

the artistry of John Reich in what is called the Classic 

Head.  Also prior to the Braided Hair, we can see just 

how much of a hit-or-miss the entire half cent denomi-

nation was.  For example, they came  
1835 Classic Head Half-Cent 

1849 Braided Hair Half-Cent 
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out for three years, 1809 ï 1811, then were not to be seen again until 1825.  The 1825ôs 

were the first of a duet, but after 1826 there was a gap year.  Once again there was a 

duet of years, 1828 and 1829, then a year of no production. When production again got 

underway in 1831, it was at least kept up until 1836.  From 1837 until 1840 there was 

again nothing by way of half cents.  Historians remember what is called the ñPanic of 

1837,ò a major economic depression that lasted into the 1840ôs, and that probably 

spawned all those just-mentioned restrikes.  Still, this canôt explain all the gaps in this 

series. Once again, we wonôt have to worry about some date run with a hefty bunch of 

holes in it if we are only looking for one example of a Classic Head half cent.  There are 

several years we can call common, with the 1.15 million produced in 1809 being at the 

top of that list.  The price and grade we have already mentioned for the Braided Hair 

example work here as well.   

Draped Bust 

Taking another step back, we land among Robert Scotôs 

Draped Bust design, and we also land in the midst of 

one of the biggest bunches of varieties a collector could 

probably imagine.  Issued from 1800 to 1808, there are 

so many varieties a person will again need some kind of 

score card to keep track.   

Now interestingly, even though six of the years within 

this stretch saw mintages in the hundreds of thousands, 

and even though the 1804 has to be downright com-

mon, with 1,055,312 to its tally, all of these half-cents 

are going to be considerably more expensive than their younger siblings.  If we want to 

stay in that VF-20 range, weôll have to ante up a few hundred dollars to sit at the table, 

as it were.  If we insist on staying at or near $100 for our expense, even the common 

1804 will only be available to us as a good, or G-4, example. 

Liberty Cap 

If we are brave enough to go back farther in time in 

looking at half-cents, we need to recognize that we have 

stepped over a line.  The line ï or rather the date ï is 

anything that starts with ñ17.ò  Any United States coin 

dated 1799 or before is going to end up being expen-

sive.  Even when mintages are fairly large, the overall 

collector love affair with very early United States coins 

keeps the prices up at a level where we have to have 

deep pockets to participate.  It doesnôt help that a cou-

ple of the dates in the Liberty Cap series, issued from 

1794 to 1797, are downright tiny.  But even the most ñcommonò date of 1795 with its 

139,690 pieces is not all that common.  We will need a couple of thousand dollars to 

land a decent looking one in a higher circulated grade. 

1794 Type 2 Half-Cent  

1804 Draped Bust Half-Cent 
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First of the bunch? 

Way back in 1793 the very young United States Mint 

was able to pound out 35,335 half-cents.  It is a one 

year type coin, the only one in which Lady Liberty faces 

left.  Because its mintage is so low, and because any-

one wanting a full type set will want to add one of these 

to their holdings, the price tags are always going to be 

high ï ridiculously so for those of us who donôt like to 

cough up more than $100 per coin, or something like 

that.  But there we have it, a single half cent that will 

cost something like $4K even in good, or G-4, condition. 

Overall, the half cents can be fun, even if they can also be a maze of dates and types.  

A full type set might be tough to assemble.  But a couple of tough dates shouldnôt chase 

us away from the fun that comes with the challenge of getting serious about the small-

est coin our Mint ever produced.   

Coin images courtesy of PCGS at www.PCGS.com 

Editorôs Note: Mark is a chemistry professor by day, who has enjoyed 

collecting U.S. coins since his dad got him started on it back in the 

1960's. He also collects world coins and currency, with an emphasis on 

Germany, since he was stationed in Mannheim, West Germany in the 

1980s. He also enjoys collecting art medals, as well as ancient coins of 

Rome and Parthia. Mark is a frequent contributor to The SCanner! 

1793 Type 1 Half-Cent  
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ATTENTION DEALERS!  

MAKE YOUR PLANS TO ADVERTISE IN THE INNOVATIVE  

2023 SCNA SHOWTIME GAZETTE! 

In 2022, SCNA introduced the innovative and acclaimed SCNA Showtime Gazette 

(shown below). This show flyer measures 22òw x 17hò (the size of a typical newspaper 

grocery store ad) and contained all the information our patrons needed while attending 

SCNAôs 50th Anniversary Convention and Coin Show! You may recall that SCNA made 

a focused distribution of 5000 copies of the Gazette across South Carolina and the 

Southeast U. S. We mailed or delivered these to local coin shops and clubs, to major 

Dealers, to major shows, and of course they were available at the convention! 

Due to the MANY requests the initial Showtime Gazette prompted, for 2023 SCNA is 

introducing a new planned layout* (Shown on next page) that features advertising 

space around central images of the Dealer Listing and the Bourse Layout. As shown 

here, the central brown box represents the Layout / Listing; the yellow boxes represent 

nominal 4òw by 4òh advertising space around the central image. This is key ñeye-

catchingò space because the listing and the layout are frequently referred to by show 

attendees. Current plans call for SCNA to have a second sheet that details all the Con-

vention and show specials, such as the Super Saturday Seminars, the YN Coin Carni-

val, Special Guests, and Special Events.  

A minimum of 5000 copies of the 2023 issue will be distributed to numismatic organiza-

tions across South Carolina and the Southeast. Distribution will begin in the late Spring 

of 2023 to allow a large lead time to ñget the message outò. Currently, distribution is 

planned to begin at Augusta Coin Clubôs May 2023 show. The nominal 4ò x 4ò advertis-

ing space costs $250, which equates to 5 cents per copy with a 5000-copy run.  

*Planned layout may change if conditions merit. 

SCNAõs 2022 Showtime Gazette!  
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Ad space is limited and will be allocated on a òfirst-come, first-servedó basis. To 

secure a position in the queue, the Advertiserõs submittal must include ad copy 

and payment.  

DEADLINE FOR PUBLICATION: DUE TO THE LEAD TIME NECESSARY FOR 

PRINTING AND DISTRIBUTING THE SHOWTIME GAZETTE, ADVERTISEMENT 

COPY AND PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY SCNA BEFORE APRIL 1, 2023.  

AD FEES WILL BE REFUNDED FOR AD CANCELLATION REQUESTS RECEIVED 

PRIOR TO APRIL 1, 2023. THERE WILL BE NO REFUND OF PAYMENT FOR CAN-

CELLATIONS OCCURRING ON OR AFTER 4/1/23.  

SEND PAYMENTS TO STEVE KUHL AT:  

PO BOX 293, NEW ELLENTON, SC 29809 

For additional information, Steve may be reached at: 803-645-1769 or email him at 

scnanewsletter@gmail.com.  

Terms & Conditions (T&Cs) apply to advertising in SCNAôs Showtime Gazette. T&Cs 

are posted and can be accessed on the SCNA website at www.sc-na.org 

SUBMISSION & PAYMENT DEADLINE IS 

APRIL 1, 2023 

mailto:scnanewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.sc-na.org
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Please complete the information listed on the                   

Application Form on the reverse of this page, and send 

the completed form to SCNAôs YN Director.  


