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From the Editor  
Greetings, Fellow Numismatists!  

Whew! What you hold in your hand, or 

perhaps are reading on a screen, is a 

record-setting issue of SCNAôs The 

SCanner! Record setting in size and 

scope of numismatic information from throughout South Carolina 

and across the breadth of numismatics! Of particular emphasis are the seven feature 

articles and the special 20-page section detailing SCNAôs upcoming 50th Anniversary 

Convention and Coin Show. 

While I hope you will enjoy this magazine ñcover to coverò, there are some items that 

deserve highlighting, most notably the wonderful articles that have been submitted for 

publication by your fellow SCNA members! In this issue, Dr. Tony Chibbaro presents 

his musings in an article titled Numismatic Ramblings; We have the latest installment 

from frequent contributor Dr. Mark Benvenuto, where he discusses Collecting the Coro-

net $5 Half Eagles ï Or at Least the Common Ones; SCNA and SJCSRACC Member 

John Kolmer provides us with insight on how he became fascinated with collecting er-

ror coins at the tender age of 8, in his article Error Coins Iôve Found!; Will Gragg has 

provided the next installment of his From the SCNA YN Director column. My contribu-

tion this issue is two articles of surprises, the first of which is contained in the Numis-

matists Learn! column; the second is Twists and Turns! which covers the results of a 

numismatic investigation that began when a fragment of an unusual note was noticed 

on the back of a South Carolina Civil War-era factional note (see the February 2022 

issue of The SCanner for the origins). Last, but definitely not least since it is the full-

color centerpiece article, is Part 2 of Mr. Arno Safranôs series on Collecting US Coin 

Types by Mint Engravers. These are exciting and interesting articles, and I am so very 

grateful for the hard work, motivation, and service of all the contributing authors - they 

make this magazine GREAT! 

Speaking of GREAT ï October 2022 brings the 50th Anniversary of SCNAôs Convention 

and Coin Show. Founded in 1972, the SCNA has had remarkable growth over the past 

50 years due to the service, drive, and efforts of its members and leadership. Befitting 

this history, the SCNA Executive Board has put together a once-in-a-lifetime opportuni-

ty for you! During this 3-day event weôll have numismatic displays from the American 

Numismatic Association (including the superlative 1804 dollar and 1913 nickel) as well 

as from the South Carolina State Museum, which is bringing the 1694 Elephant Token! 

We will have a 2-day ANA Fundamentals of Grading seminar (limited seating) and eli-

gible applicants may win reimbursement of their grading seminar fees! Of course we 

will have Super Saturday this year, with special presentations from Mr. Rod Gillis, 

ANAôs Education Director; Mr. Doug Mudd, Director and Curator of the ANA Edward C. 

Rochette Money Museum; and Ms. Abby Zechman, a college-age numismatist who will 

provide us insight on finding and retaining Young Numismatists. 
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ATTENTION DEALERS!  
MAKE YOUR PLANS TO ADVERTISE IN THE INNOVATIVE  

2023 SCNA SHOWTIME GAZETTE! 
This large-format flyer will be extensively issued across the Southeast in the 

summer of 2023, in anticipation of the October SCNA Convention.  

In 2022, 5000 copies were distributed to Coin Shops, Clubs, and Organiza-

tions in South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, and Virginia.  
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Another unique aspect of this celebration is that the 

very limited edition SCNA 50th Anniversary Com-

memorative Silver and Bronze medals will be availa-

ble for sale. Registered sets and single medals will 

be available for purchase. Look elsewhere in this 

issue for specific information on available quantities 

and how these medals will be sold.  

I have it on good advice that the honorable Messrs. 

Ben Franklin and Uncle Sam will be gracing the 

show with their presence on Friday and Saturday, so 

be sure to get your photo taken with these two 

American icons! Finally, be sure to grab a copy of the inaugural edition of SCNAôs 

Showtime Gazette (see the article in the SCNA News section of this issue.) The Gazette 

was distributed in May 2022 to numismatic outlets across South Carolina, and will guide 

you through a wonderful experience at this show! 

Another opportunity for your consideration: As is true every year, the three SCNA Of-

ficer positions (President, First and Second-Vice Presidents) and three Executive Board 

Governor positions are open for nomination and election. Broadness and diversity of 

experience in leadership positions tends to foster growth in any organization, so please 

carefully consider throwing your ñname in the hatò and serving SCNA as we continue to 

grow! Nominations are due August 19, 2022. Please see the SCNA website or the 

SCNA News section if this issue for eligibility and requirements. 

Iôll finish up with another solicitation ï this time asking you to nominate your fellow nu-

mismatists for one of the several annual achievement awards that are given. We all 

know someone who is deserving of recognition for their efforts in promoting numismat-

ics and numismatic knowledge, and this is your opportunity to recognize them! The 

SCNA Executive Board has striven to make this nomination process extremely low in 

administrative burden, ñkeeping it simpleò, if you will, so please take a few minutes to 

recommend a deserving individual for consideration. Information on SCNAôs annual 

awards is listed in the SCNA News section.  

OK. So this issue just set another record, the longest ñFrom the Editorò letter ever writ-

ten, (as well as the longest I ever intend to write!)  Sorry for not being succinct, but hey 

yôall, you have to admit the SCNA has a lot going on and The SCanner is your one-stop 

shop for all the important information! 

As always, with kindest regards, 

Steve  

Editor, The SCanner 

   and 2nd VP, SCNA  

   scnanewsletter@gmail.com8 

   803-645-1769 
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From the President  
Hello Fellow SCNA Members, 

If you have not checked out our website lately, please do: 

www.SC-NA.org.  Our webmaster has added many items.  Un-

der SCNA history we added a list of all Past Presidents and the 

year they served, now we have collected pictures of them and 

will be adding them soon.   

Bill Latour reports we have sold out tables at our 50th Anniversary Convention and Coin 

Show!  Please make plans to attend Oct 28-30, 2022 ï we have a tremendous slate of 

special events you DO NOT WANT TO MISS!. This issue of The SCanner provides all 

the information you will need when attending this yearôs event. Thanks to the efforts of 

the SCNA Executive Board, this convention will host an ANA Coin Grading Seminar, 

and SPECTACULAR numismatic items presented by the ANA Money Museum and the 

South Carolina State Museum, plus many other unique activities. This absolutely is a 

full three-day program befitting the golden anniversary of this special club! 

A special thanks and a ñJob Well Done!ò to Steve Kuhl and Will Gragg for creating 

SCNAôs Showtime Gazette, a large-format double-sided flyer that is a handy reference 

of all the Convention show activities. 5000 copies of the Gazette have been issued, 

mainly across South Carolina, but also with limited distribution in Georgia, Florida, 

North Carolina, Virginia, and Tennessee. Again, YOU DO NOT WANT TO MISS THIS 

SHOW, there may never be another one held in South Carolina that is as chocked full 

of special events as this one! 

The Exhibit program is back, so plan your display and come compete for one of the 

gold coin prizes or just for fun. YNôs are encouraged to participate and compete in the 

Junior category, where they can win YN Convention Gift Certificate Prizes, all while 

gaining numismatic knowledge If you are interested, there are Exhibit applications on 

the SCNA website, in this issue of The SCanner, or from Steve Twitty, exhibit chair. 

Also, YNs, donôt forget to apply for the available SCNA YN and ANA Scholarships! Edu-

cation is one of the keys to growth and excitement within our hobby. 

Congratulations are in order for the Stephen James CSRA Coin Club of Aiken, SC, as 

they have become the 7th SCNA Life Member Club! The SCNA is proud to have such a 

vibrant Club committed to their long-term relationship with the SCNA! 

My main job is to make the SCNA a better organization.  I continue to travel to and par-

ticipate in several local club meetings and am constantly learning different ways our 

many club conduct meetings.  Hopefully, I can learn and pass on some great ideas, so 

please contact me with any ideas you have.    

Good Luck and Happy Hunting! 

Randy Clark   
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Numismatists 

Learn  

By Steve Kuhl  

Shock and Awe!  

Tonyõs Talkinõé.. 

National Bank 
Notes?!? 

Regular readers of The SCanner know that SCNAôs very own Dr. Tony Chibbaro is a 

nationally known expert on Tokens, especially those from South Carolina. Many a time 

Iôve heard patrons at coin shows ask ñdo you know where that Token guy is?ò I have 

had the privilege of knowing Tony for many years, first meeting at a coin show in Aiken, 

SC, and then through various interactions through the years, including serving with him 

on the SCNA Executive Board, and attending many wonderful numismatic presenta-

tions he has shared with his fellow hobbyists.  

And as regular readers of this column know, I believe in the mantra ñbuy the book firstò. 

So in the area of Tokens, I purchased Tonyôs 1990 book on South Carolina Tokens, as 

well as the three subsequent supplements published in 1994, 1999, and 2004.  

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 

$5 1902 South Carolina National Bank at Charleston, Serial Number 1. Chibbaro 

catalog number 148. 56 examples of this note are known to exist. From the Aus-

tin M. Sheheen Jr. Collection. Reprinted with permission of Tony Chibbaro. 
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This material has served my well in my numismatic endeavors. But in 2020 Tony really 

surprised me when he issued his tome Numismatics of South Carolina, Merchant Trade 

Tokens, A Complete History of Private Coinage Issued within South Carolina. 777 pag-

es of pure Token bliss!  Supremely researched and 

illustrated, this book is without a doubt a ñmust haveò 

for anyone interested in South Carolina ï not only for 

the tokens, but for the historical context and photos 

that he has included. Many of the tokens shown in 

the book are unique examples ï one of a kind / the 

only example known. Because of their rarity, images 

of many of the tokens are not widely available, and 

that makes this book more valuable to me.  

If I was surprised by Tonyôs 2020 Token book, then it 

is an understatement to say I was completely 

shocked when he published Numismatics of South 

Carolina, A Complete History of National Currency 

Issued within South Carolina. WOW! At 386 pages, 

this book truly is a comprehensive catalogue of Na-

tional Bank Notes issued in South Carolina. But is it 

SO MUCH MORE than that! True to the level of information, artistic presentation, and 

quality of his Token book, this book is clearly another ñMUST HAVEò!  

Beginning with the Preface, where Tony describes to us what motivated him to tackle 

this monumental task, this is what his book covers.  

$1 Original Series note, Bank of Charleston National Banking Association. Chib-

baro catalog number 129. One of only two known $1 notes from the Original Se-

ries. NOTE: No examples of the other Original Series denominations ($2, $5, $10, 

$20, $50, $100) from this bank are known to exist. From the Austin M. Sheheen 

Jr. Collection. Reprinted with permission of Tony Chibbaro. 
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¶ Acknowledgements ï where we see the names of all our fellow numismatists 

who helped Tony with the content (many of whom we know!); 

¶ The Introduction, which contains an excellent detailed history of how the National 

Banking System came into existence; 

$100 series of 1875 ð First National Bank of Charleston, South Carolina. Chib-

baro Catalog Number 120. Only known example. NOTE: Of the nine denomina-

tions issued by this bank over three series, only 11 notes are known to exist, 

seven of which are the $10 1882 Brown Back; The other notes are thought to be 

unique: Original Series $10; Series of 1875 $10; the note shown here; and the 

1882 $20 Brown Back. Image from the Austin M. Sheheen Jr. Collection. Reprint-

ed with permission of Tony Chibbaro. 

$5 Original Series, National Bank of Chester, South Carolina. Serial Number 1. 

Chibbaro Catalog number 178. NOTE: Of the 48,432 notes issued by this bank 

(two series and six denominations), only two bills are known to exist ð this one 

and the Series of 1875 $1 note. Image courtesy of Heritage Auctions at HA.com. 

Reprinted with permission of Tony Chibbaro. 



мн 

¶ A thoroughly detailed explanation of the three National Bank Charter periods and 

the note series contained within them. This 26 page-long section, as is true for the 

rest of the book, is richly illustrated with examples of each note and is accompa-

nied with exquisite detail of the notesô designs and the transitions these series 

went through.  

¶ The next two sections of the book are instrumental - Key Features of National 

Bank Notes and How to use this Catalog; 

¶ The next 300 or so pages are devoted to the study and history of the National 

Banks of South Carolina and the notes they issued. This section includes fascinat-

ing topics such as Bank Robberies and Embezzlement and ñNotelessò National 

Banks; 

¶ As a great reference book, Tony included four Appendices that provide some inter-

esting nuggets, and of course a detailed Index, to help Readers find the infor-

mation they are looking for.  

If you have not seen this book (or Tonyôs Token book) then you might think my review 

is a bit ñover the topò so to speak. If you have seen either of his books, then youôll prob-

ably agree I am not doing them the justice they deserve. His two latest books are 

ñtreasureò for the serious South Carolina Numismatist. Iôm sure this one is destined to 

become the classic reference book of South Carolina National Bank Notes!  

I am so very grateful that Tony not only had the idea to write this book, but that he had 

the energy and enthusiasm to make it a reality! Well Done, Dr. Chibbaro!  

Happy Learning!  

$5 1902 blue seal, First National Bank of Allendale, South Carolina. Charter num-

ber 11111. Chibbaro catalog number 16. This bank was chartered in 1917, and 

closed in 1924. This was the only note / denomination issued by this bank. Of 

the 11,460 bills they issued, this is the only known example. From the Austin M. 

Sheheen Jr. Collection. Reprinted with permission of Tony Chibbaro. 
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Announcing the SCNAôs Showtime Gazette! 
Be sure to grab your copy of the newly created SCNAôs Showtime Gazette. The 

ñbrainchildò of SCNA President Randy Clark, developed and produced by Will 

Gragg and Steve Kuhl, this two-page 22ò x 17ò flyer contains all the information 

you will need  when attending SCNAôs 50th Anniversary Convention and Coin 

Show in October 2022. This flyer, which is the size of a typical newspaper gro-

cery store advertisement, shows all the special activities that will occur this year, 

as well as conven-

iently providing the 

layout of the bourse 

floor and an index of 

participating dealers. 

5000 copies of this 

inaugural issue are 

being distributed 

across South Caroli-

na ï check with your 

local coin shop, coin 

club, or SCNA Exec-

utive Board member 

to obtain your copy. 

Of course the Ga-

zette will also be 

available at the regis-

tration table at the 

show!  
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