
м 

The  

SC anner  
The ANA Award -Winning Publication from  

The SOUTH CAROLINA  

NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION  

 

Volume 49 -1, February 2021  



н 

The SCanner  
The Official Publication of the  

South Carolina Numismatic Association  

Volume 49 No. 1, February 2021  



о 

From the Editor  
Hello Readers!  

This issue of The SCanner marks the beginning of my third year 
as Editor. My, but time does fly! To say that I have enjoyed this 
journey is an understatement! It is in this forum where my love of 
numismatics, history, and writing all come together!, It is made 

even more special by the interactions with fellow hobbyists, because those experienc-

es help further my knowledge and allow me to become a better numismatic writer. 

This issue is packed with information and interesting articles covering numismatic 
events, both held and upcoming, recognition of the achievements by our members, 
educational features on tokens, coins, and a centerpiece article on SCNAôs innova-
tive Young Numismatist Gift Certificate program. There is a wide variety of content to 
be enjoyed! Many thanks to contributing authors Tony Chibbaro, Mark Benvenuto, 
and Will Gragg! The SCanner is always open to publishing submitted articles (within 
constraints, of course), so if you have knowledge to share, please send it in to be 

considered for a future issue!  

In this issue we welcome two new advertisers ï Robinsonôs Rare Coins and Currency 
and C. T. Lowndes Insurance. Thank you both for your patronage and support of The 
SCanner!  Speaker of sponsors of the SCanner, Brunk Auctions of Asheville, NC has 
some exciting news in this issue! They are announcing a coin and currency auction 
on March 12 & 13, 2021. Per Mr. Greg Capps, Brunkôs numismatic expert (and con-
tributor of articles to The SCanner) this two-day event will feature obscure southern 
notes (including South Carolina), Nationals, and obsoletes, many of which are from 
small towns. Their website also mentions that early American coins (such as Chain 
Cent, Flowing Hair, and Draped Bust silver) as well as 18th century gold will be cross-
ing the auction block. The online catalog will be available for viewing in mid-February. 

I, for one, canôt wait to see it! 

Unfortunately, several planned coin shows have recently been cancelled, including 
the Upstate Show in February and the March Camden show. As always, a list of 
shows is contained in this magazine, and this issue includes full page flyers from 
GNA, BRNA. NCNA, and TSNS! With the cancellation of monthly in-person coin club 
meetings, several SCNA member clubs have transitioned to virtual, Zoom-based 
meetings. The Stephen James CSRA Coin Club of Aiken recently announced that 
visitors are welcome to attend their virtual meetings. Just send a request to them ï 
see page 23 for details. I was honored to be the guest speaker to the Midlands Coin 
Club in January, and I am open to supporting your club by giving online presentations 

(as are many of our officers and members). Just reach out to us! 

In closing, be sure to check out the online version of the SCanner, posted on our 
www.SC-NA.org website. There you can view the magazine in full color, and you can 
enlarge the images to get a close look at the details! I look forward to my third year 
serving you as Editor. Feel free to drop me a line! Best wishes to you all for a safe 

and healthy New Year! 

Steve Kuhl  
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From the President  
Dear SCNA, 

Greetings and Happy New Year! Hope Santa was good to every-
one! Let me start by thanking you for allowing me to serve as Presi-

dent for 2021.  This will be an exciting year for us all.   

Congratulations are in order for Mr. Hugh Shull, Mr. Will Gragg, and the Stephen James 
CSRA Coin Club of Aiken, SC. Each of these were recognized at our annual convention 
for their numismatic excellence. Hugh received the ANA Presidentôs Award from Col. 
Steven Ellsworth; Will was selected as SCNAôs Numismatist of the Year, for 2020; The 
SJCSRACC was named SCNAôs Club of the Year, 2020! Congratulations to these wor-
thy individuals and Club. Read more about their awards elsewhere in this issue. Be 

sure to give them your congratulations, they deserve the recognition! 

I hope you all were able to attend SCNAôs 48th Annual convention and coin show. It 
was well-attended by dealers and the public alike!  A huge THANKS! to Bourse Chair-
man Mr. Bill Latour for all his efforts to understand and comply with South Carolinaôs 
health guidelines to assure a safe and enjoyable show. This was an especially difficult 
task given the constantly changing pandemic levels and required controls. Many deal-
ers reported record sales and the patrons were very happy to attend a ñreal live showò!  

We are planning many improvements to build an even better experience this year! 

Can you believe the SCNA is almost 50 years old? The SCNA Executive Board has 
several plans ñin the worksò to celebrate this milestone. The first announcement is for 
the 50th Anniversary token design contest, which is open to all SCNA members in good 
standing. In addition to having their artwork commemorated on SCNAôs 50th anniver-
sary token, the winner will also receive $200 in convention certificates to spend at the 
2022 SCNA show! I hope we have many entries from which to choose the final selec-

tion. Please see the contest rules elsewhere in this SCanner and on our website. 

Regretfully, I have been informed by Mr. Pascal Brock (SCNA Secretary, Advertising 
Chairman, and Membership Chairman) and by Mr. Bill Latour (SCNA Bourse Chairman) 
that they will resign from their positions after the 50th Anniversary in October 2022.  
The SCNA is looking for interested persons to fill these four positions. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Pascal, Bill, or me. All requests and discussions will be held in 

strict confidence.  

Finally, I ask ñWhat Do You Think?ò Within SCNA are many members with diverse 
backgrounds and ideas. To better SCNA, I call on everyone to share their thoughts and 
ideas on what we can do to make improvements. Also, I am interested in hearing your 

ideas for how the SCNA can better support our member clubs.  

I wish everyone a safe and happy 2021, and I look forward to seeing you all at upcom-

ing shows! As always if you have a question, concern, or comment, please contact me. 

Sincerely,  

Randy Clark  
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS Η 
It is a pleasure to welcome the latest additions to our 
SCNA family! We welcome you and look forward to 
your active participation in this great organization! 
We trust your membership with SCNA will be a re-

warding and educational experience for each of you 
for many years to come!  

Annual SCNA Dues, by Membership Type:  
Individual ($20) / Individual Paperless ($15)  

Family ($35) / Youth ($1)  

Dealer ($20) / Dealer Paperless ($10)  

Life* ($250) / Senior Life* (60 & older) ($150)  

*Eligible after 1 year of regular membership  

Grow our hobby ñsponsor a new member today!!!!  

Considering ògoing greenó via paperless membership! 

Membership application is in this SCanner and 

online at www.SC -NA.org!  

Address Changes/Corrections:  
Return postage & re -mailing of the SCanner is costly. 
Please send any address or name corrections to the 

SCNA Secretary, Pascal Brock, at  
pascalbrock@gmail.com.  
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In the last issue of The SCanner was a tribute to former SCNA President Austin 

Sheheen. In that article were remembrances from family and friends. In particular, 

one story relayed was of Austin being in a ñbidding warò at an auction and ultimately 

winning the red seal note he was vying for, but at a price tag of $80,000. 

Following publication of the article in early October 2020, I attended the SCNA Annu-

al Convention and Coin Show held in Greenville, South Carolina at the end of the 

month. While there, several people approached me about the article and they shared 

their insight on Austinôs purchase. Mr. Bob Moon (SCNAôs Treasurer) was actually 

present at the auction when the sale was made, and he shared not only his view of 

the story but a lot of background material on it ï including the auction catalog and an 

article published in the Bank Note Reporter. Here is additional detail that fully fleshes 

out the event! 

The Auction was held in November 2002 by Lyn Knight Currency Auctions, in con-

junction with the St. Louis convention of the Professional Currency Dealers Associa-

tion. 

Austinôs goal was to obtain an example of each 1902 Red Seal National Bank Note 

issued in South Carolina. 19 were issued, but 5 were in museums, leaving 14 to be 

obtained. At the time of the auction, Austin had 13 of the 14. The subject note was a 

$20 Red Seal from the Norwood National Bank of Greenville South Carolina, and the 

presale estimated hammer price for it was $12,500 to $25,000. The price paid was 

$86,250, which included a $75,000 bid and a 15% Buyers Premium ($11,250)! 

The $86,250 SC Red Seal Note! 
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Said Austin at the time: ñI know it was a stupid price, it was just one of those things I 

had to do. This is the last Red Seal I know of that has been available that I have not 

been able to acquire, until now. I began tracking this note 25 years ago, Itôs worth 

one-fifth what I paid, but this is what happens when two people want something. Itôs 

one of those funny things that happens in this hobbyò1  

In the Lyn Knight auction catalog shared by Bob Moon, were these prophetic words: 

ñSouth Carolina Red Seals are very seldom offered and definitely in demand; on top 

of the fact that they are very scarce and closely held. The ñBook of Red Sealsò shows 

13 South Carolina Red Seals, but this one is not listed, yet there is a $10 from this 

bank shown in VG. The note offered here is extremely high grade, but unlike many 

Red Seals, the signatures appear stamped and weak, yet visible. This is one note 

that I cannot feel with any certainty who the final buyer will be, or at what price.ò 

What a story! Wish I had been there! 

 

1 Austin M. Sheheen, Jr. quoted from The Bank Note Reporter, Vol. 32 No. 1, Janu-

ary 2003. 

2 Lyn Knight auction catalogue from the Professional Currency Dealers Association 

convention, St. Louis, MO, November 2002. 
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Will Gragg is SCNAôs Numismatist of the Year! 
The Executive Board of the South Carolina Numismatic 
Association has named Mr. Will Gragg SCNAôs Numisma-
tist of the Year for 2020! Mr. Gragg is extensively involved 
in numismatics and is well-deserving of this recognition! A 
member of the SCNA, The American Numismatic Associa-
tion, the Georgia Numismatic Association, and the Mid-
lands Coin Club (Columbia, SC), Will is extremely active 

across a broad spectrum of numismatic areas, to include: 

Three-term Governor on the SCNA Executive Board; 

Webmaster for the SCNA and Midlands Coin Club; 

Bourse Committee member for MCC, in charge of advertis-

ing, graphic design, and mailing lists; 

Secretary of the MCC; 

Young Numismatist Director for the SCNA and MCC; 

Designer of the revamped SCNA Logo; 

Designer of YN Gift Certificates for SCNA (7 years) and GNA (5 years); 

Designer of SCNAôs YN Carnival, an interactive learning event full of fun and numis-

matic prizes; 

Working with the curator at the Confederate Relic Room and Military Museum in 
Columbia SC to display a collection of MPC (Military Payment Certificates) from 
the Vietnam War. Will is loaning his personal collection for this planned 18-month 

long exhibit; 

Working with anther collector to assemble a collection of Confederate notes printed 
in Columbia SC (issue 7) in 1864, to be permanently displayed in the Cayce His-

torical Museum in Cayce SC; 

Working with another collector to come up with an original rarity and pricing guide for 

Courtesy Autograph notes; 

Winner of numerous awards in several numismatic exhibit competitions; 

Winner of SCNAôs ANA Scholarship in 2020 (deferred to 2021 due to pandemic); 

Boy Scout Merit Badge Counselor ï he hosts 3 clinics a year and has helped over 

100 scouts earn their coin collecting merit badges;  

Author of articles published in SCNAôs journal The SCanner. 

Clearly, Mr. Gragg is heavily involved in numismatics across South Carolina! Con-

gratulations on this recognition, Will, it certainly is well-earned and well-deserved! 
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Hugh Shull Receives ANAôs Presidentôs Award!  

Each year the SCNA holds an annual conven-

tion and coin show, running from Thursday 

through Sunday at the end of October. As is 

usual, an awards ceremony is held on the last 

day of the convention, and SCNA announces 

winners for Numismatist of the Year and Club of 

the Year. This event is typically attended by 

leaders of other numismatic associations, such 

as the ANA, GNA, BRNA, FUN, etc.  

This past convention was no different in this 

respect. What was different this year is that 

Colonel Steve Ellsworth, President of the Ameri-

can Numismatic Association, made the surprise 

announcement that illustrious South Carolina 

numismatist and SCNA member Mr. Hugh Shull 

was being awarded the very prestigious ANA 

Presidentôs Award! 

Hughôs formative years in numismatics were 

filled with renown names: Col. Grover C. Criswell, Mr. Graeme M. Ton, Mr. Don Fish-

er, Mr. Austin M. Sheheen, Dr. Doug-

las B. Ball, and Mr. Thomas Denly to 

name a few. With these friends and 

mentors, it is no wonder Hughôs star 

has shown so brightly, and why he is 

always willing to serve and give back 

to his follow dealers and collectors for 

over 50 years! Illustrating Hughôs pen-

chant for service, Col. Ellsworth re-

marked on the long relationship and 

sponsorship that Mr. Shull has given 

him, and with this award Col. Ells-

worth recognized the many numis-

matic contributions Mr. Shull has 

made! Congratulations on this high 

honor, Hugh, you are well deserving! 
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ANNOUNCEMENT! 

SCNAõs 50th Anniversary  

Commemorative Coin Contest! 

This contest is being held to select a de-
sign for the Obverse of the SCNAôs 50th   

anniversary commemorative coin! 

¶ The design on the Reverse of the coin will be the 

SCNA logo 

¶ Contestants must be SCNA Members in good 

standing 

¶ Maximum of 5 entries per member 

¶ All entries must be related to a South Carolina theme 

¶ Entries must include the dates 1972-2022 in the design 

¶ All entries must be round 

¶ The following electronic formats are accepted: JPG, .PDF, .TIFF, .EPS 

or .PNG. High resolution images are preferred, please. 

¶ Names of contestants will be kept in confidence until the SCNA Executive 

Board announces the winning entry. 

¶ The winning design will be revealed in February 2022 via The SCanner, and 

SCNAôs website and Facebook page. 

¶ The winning entry will receive $200.00 in Convention Gift Certificates to be 

used at the 2022 SCNA annual convention. 

¶ Send submissions to Randy Clark: 8456 W Saddlebrook Dr., N Charles-

ton, SC 29420 or e-mail at twobuckrandy@yahoo.com 

Entries must be received by September 30, 2021  

50th Anniversary coins will be approximately 39.1mm/1.5394in (size of ñIkeò Dol-

lars) and are expected to be available by the 2022 SCNA  Convention.  

Three coins are planned: One in a 1oz .999 Silver; one in Bronze; one in Wood. 
All coins will look the same. 50 of each (Silver/Bronze) will be slabbed and num-
bered. First five sets of coins will be auctioned as sets.  Other certified groups 
and uncertified units will be offered for sale. Obviously, wooden examples will 

not be numbered or offered certified. 

Depending on the price of silver at the time of order, there will be no less than 

100 of each coin and no more than 200 metal coins (silver and bronze). 
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Mr. Gene Pruitt of Abbeville, SC was elected to the 

SCNA Executive Board for a two-year term as Governor, 

2021 ï 2023. Gene brings a wealth of knowledge and 

talent to the Board, and everyone is excited to have him 

on the SCNA leadership team! Below is the numismatic 

profile that was issued with the 2021 election ballots. It is 

reprinted here to allow a second chance for Gene to be 

introduced to the SCNA membership.   

ñLike a lot of collectors I started with ñWheatiesò when I 

was 11. A few years later I got interested in dating, going 

to school, making a living, raising a family, paying college 

tuition, weddings, raising Angus cattle and collecting took 

a back seat, but I was always interested and around coin talk. My Uncle Gene ran coin 

shops in Tuscaloosa and Northport, Alabama which I would visit, as well as one in 

Albuquerque, New Mexico. My wife, Glenda, taught third grade for 31 1/2 years.  One 

day I opened the cabinet to get a coffee cup and piles of quarters came tumbling down 

from her cup shelf. When I asked her what this was about she enlightened me about 

the state quarters she was getting from her pupilôs lunch money.  I told her she needed 

folders to put them in so I took her to Johnny Kingôs coin shop to pick up some Whit-

man folders  She had three whole sets! ñ 

ñWhile we were at the coin shop I just happened to pick up a 1938-D Walking Liberty 

half-dollar. Oh boy! My enthusiasm for collecting quickly took off again!  I finished my 

wheat cents, mercury dime, and buffalo nickel collection at age 55! Between visiting 

Johnny and Nancy King and the late Dale Hopkins, I was quickly addicted and fasci-

nated.  Dale encouraged me to go with him to Augusta to a show and then to our state 

show and then to rent my own table. Now I have retired after 40 years of practicing law 

and I have sold my cattle. During the past few years I have joined three coin clubs, 

served as an officer in two of them --Anderson and Parker - including two terms as vice 

president and president of the Anderson Club.  I attend most of the area shows yearly 

and have not missed our state show since the first one I attended with Dale Hopkins.   

I became a Life member of the South Carolina Numismatic Association in my first year 

of eligibility.  I now have more time, thus even more enthusiasm for our wonderful hob-

by!  I feel I can help with the challenges we are facing in these trying times.  I am par-

ticularly interested in our youth and new collectors who just need a little encourage-

ment, like the kind I got from so many of you, to grow the hobby and to replace the 

ones we have lost since I started.ò   

The next time you see Gene, please congratulate him on his election and thank him for 

his willingness to serve on the Board! Welcome aboard, Gene! 

Meet SCNA Governor Mr. Gene Pruitt 
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aƛŘƭŀƴŘǎ /ƻƛƴ /ƭǳō 
The Midlands coin club has not met ñliveò since the 

breakout of the pandemic. The reasons are obvi-

ous. But we have not been completely idle. We 

are allowing members to do presentations during a 

ZOOM meeting at the same date and times we had our normal meetings. So far we 

have seen programs on SC Medals, Middle Eastern Rare Coins, discussed a new 

book on SC National Bank Notes by our president, Tony Cibbarro, and learned about 

the Merchants Bank of South Carolina at Cheraw. If you are a member of the Midlands 

Coin Club, another SC Club or just a collector and would like to present or do a virtual 

exhibit, let us know. You can e-mail the secretary at gator29063@aol.com.  We had 

to cancel our November 2020 show and our spring 2021 show due to loss of our ven-

ue. The club is entertaining new locations and we have a few VERY nice options. We 

urge collectors to stay engaged and we will be back live very soon! Keep collecting! 


