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MAKE YOUR PLANS TO ADVERTISE IN THE INNOVATIVE  

2024 SCNA SHOWTIME GAZETTE! 
This large-format flyer will be extensively issued across the 

Southeast in the summer of 2024, in anticipation of the October 

2024 SCNA Convention.  

AD COPY AND FEE PAYMENT DUE BY 4/1/24 
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ADVERTISING 
What better way to promote your business than to advertise while supporting a worth-

while, non-profit organization? Since its inception in 1973, the SCNA has been promot-

ing and furthering the cause of numismatics in the Southeast. The goal of any business 

is to maintain serious, repeat customers. We are proud to be a destination for serious 

collectors. Collectors and dealers who are serious about being informed about happen-

ings in the state and the country in relation to coin collecting come here. They visit this 

site and subscribe to the SCanner journal. Now you can support this organization that 

benefits the numismatic community while reaching an audience filled with serious-

minded individuals.  

POLICY  
The policy is that an advertisement will run for three (3) issues. The only changes for 

these issues will be to change the telephone number, address or e-mail address. Ad-

vertisements are important to us in order to defray the costs of producing and mailing 

The SCanner. The SCNA and the advertising dealers would appreciate your mentioning 

to them that you have seen their ad in this journal. The SCNA reserves the right to re-

fuse any requested advertisement should the proposed ad be determined, at the sole 

discretion of the Editor, non-compliant with SCNA rules or standards. 

RATES* FOR REGULAR SCNA JOURNAL 
(Black & White image in printed copy of The SCanner) 

(3 ISSUES PER YEAR) 

HALF PAGE: $100* PER YEAR / FULL PAGE: $150* PER YEAR 

Ad costs prorated if published in less than three issues / year 

*Rates subject to change at the discretion of SCNA.  

For current rates, contact the SCanner Editor.  

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Steve Kuhl, SCanner Editor 

PO Box 293, New Ellenton, SC 29809 

scnanewsletter@gmail.com 

803-645-1769 

DEADLINES FOR SUBMITTALS 
Issue:    Deadline: 

February   December 1st 

June    April 1st 

October   August 1st 

Items received after deadline may not be printed in the following issue. 
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Annual SCNA Dues: 
Individual ($20) / Individual Paperless ($15)  

Family ($35) 

Youth ($1) 

Dealer ($20)  / Dealer Paperless ($10) 

Life Memberships:* 

Individual: ($250)  

Senior (60 & older) ($150) 

Club ($150) * 

*Eligible after 1 year of regular membership (in any 

category) in good standing 

Grow our hobby—sponsor a new member today!!!! 

Considering “going green” via paperless membership! 

Membership application is  

available in this edition of  

The SCanner, and  online at  

www.SC-NA.org! 

Address Changes/Corrections? 
Please send address or name changes to: 

Steve Twitty, Membership Chair, at  
steve@pqdollars.com  

SCNA MEMBERSHIP RATES 
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WWW.SC-NA.ORG  

www.facebook.com/SCNumismatics 

www.instagram.com/sc_numismatic_association/ 
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From the Editor 
Greetings, Fellow Numismatists and welcome to the October 2023 

installment of The SCanner! This issue marks the completion of my 

fifth year as Editor, my how time flies! As usual, I am EXCITED about 

all the wonderful content in this edition! We have 25 pages of numismatic articles, 13 

pages of news on the “doings” of our member clubs, and 19 pages of information re-

lated to SCNA’s 51st Annual Convention and Coin Show being held at the end of this 

month!  

In August 2023 the American Numismatic Association announced the winners of its 

2023 Barbara J. Gregory Outstanding Club Publications competition, and I am hum-

bled that for the second year in a row The SCanner received the Second Place award 

in the electronic newsletter category! This testament to the quality of The SCanner’s 

content is due to the efforts of the contributing authors who take their time to research, 

write, and submit articles for publication. In this issue we have amazing contributions 

from SIX authors: U. S. Coin Patterns of 1792 by Arno Safran, Numismatists Learn! 

Rabbit Trail Discoveries! by yours truly, How Can a Silver Coin Minted in India Fit in 

Your Morgan Dollar Collection? by Greg Capps, The “Other” United States Dollars, 

From Down South by Mark Benvenuto, From The Director - "The Dream", by Will 

Gragg, and St. Gaudens' Model Receives Grave Marker, by Robert Van Ryzin. As a 

special treat, included is a reprint from February 1916 of a Numismatist article discov-

ered along the way entitled The First U. S. Mint and Its First Coins. 

Coming October 26th – 28th is SCNA’s 51st annual convention and coin show, and 

building on the innovative successes of SCNA’s golden 50th Anniversary in 2022, this 

year brings special events you sure do not want to miss! General George Washington, 

as portrayed by Mr. Curt Radabaugh will be on the bourse floor recounting history and 

providing selfie opportunities! Mr. Joe Boling will present a training class to provide 

SCNA members with an opportunity to become qualified as numismatic Exhibit judg-

es. The American Numismatic Association will present the Fundamentals of Grading 

seminar again this year. This course will be taught by Rob Gillis - Rob is taking a 

break from retirement to teach us! 

On Saturday there will be two special seminars: Mr. Tom Wood will present Coins of 

the Holy Land at 1230 pm, followed at 2 pm with Tony Chibbaro’s inaugural presenta-

tion of the SCNA Currency Quiz Competition. You’ll definitely want to participate in 

this event because not only will it be educational and lots of fun, prizes will also be 

awarded! We will also have a special static display and special guests from the Astro-

nauts Memorial Foundation (AMF), and don’t forget the Boy Scouts Coin Collecting 

Merit Badge clinic and the SCNA Kids Coin Carnival! All of this on top of a sold-out 

bourse floor with thousands of numismatic goodies for your collecting pleasure! I hope 

you enjoy reading this issue, and I look forward to seeing everyone at the SCNA Con-

vention at the end of October! 

Steve Kuhl 
Editor / 2nd VP SCNA / scnanewsletter@gmail.com / 803-645-1769 
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SCNA NEWS! 

Training to be a Judge for Numismatic Exhibit Competitions! 

The SCNA, in conjunction with the GNA, NCNA, and ANA, is proud to announce that we 

are providing our members with a free opportunity usually only available at ANA Nation-

al Shows—to be trained on how to judge numismatic exhibits! Interested persons can 

attend a 1.5 hour training class at the 2023 SCNA Convention taught by the eminent Mr. 

Joe Boling—past Vice-President of the ANA and the Chief Judge for numismatic exhibit 

competitions. After completing the class, Apprentices will judge actual exhibits and turn 

in their score sheets to be critiqued and returned to them.  Upon completion of this pro-

cess you will be able to act as a Judge for local and state exhibit competitions. If you 

want to attend this training, please go to the SCNA Website (SC-NA.org) to sign up! 

The SCanner Receives Literary Award from ANA 

The American Numismatic Association announced the winners of its 2023 Barbara J. 

Gregory Outstanding Club Publications competition at the 2023 World’s Fair of Money® 

event held at Pittsburgh PA in August 2023. For the second year in a row, The SCanner 

received second place recognition in the Electronic Newsletter division! 

 

Counterfeit Detection Seminar Canceled 

Regretfully, the ANA and SCNA had to cancel the Counter-

feit Detection seminar that was planned to be held at 

SCNA’s 2023 Convention and Coin Show on October 26th 

& 27th. The SCNA apologizes for not being able to host this 

seminar, but circumstances dictated the cancellation. Hope-

fully there will be an opportunity to bring this seminar to the 

2024 SCNA show. Stay tuned! 
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2024 SCNA Officers and Board of Governors  

2024 SCNA Officers and Board of Governors for 2024 will be as follows: 

Officers: 

President: Randy Clark 

First Vice President: David Durham 

Second Vice President: Bill Latour 

Recording Secretary: Howard Garland 

Treasurer: Bob Moon 

 

   Board of Governors: 

Term Ending 2024:  Term Ending 2025 

      Will Gragg      David Burzinski 

 Marc Kosanovich         Open Slot* 

     Gene Pruitt         Open Slot* 

 

*Any member in good standing who has been with SCNA for at least a year is eligible 

to serve on SCNA’s Board of Governors. If you are interested in serving the member-

ship of SCNA by being a Governor, please contact SCNA President Randy Clark at 

telephone 843-367-0141 or email at twobuckrandy@yahoo.com 

SCNA NEWS! 
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SCNA NEWS! 
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Can a Silver Coin Minted in India Fit in Your  
Morgan Dollar Collection?  

by Greg Capps 

So, you are putting together a collection of all the dates and mintmarks available in the 

Morgan Dollar series. Sure there are some scarce ones like the 1893 San Francisco or 

a 1901 Philadelphia in any grade beyond AU, but for the most part these popular coins 

tend to be some of the most available to collectors. Well, stop to think for a second just 

how prevalent these coins would be if almost half of the overall mintage had not been 

melted. That’s right, just over 270 million silver dollars were melted as part of the 

Pittman Act. 

The Pittman Act, named for Nevada Senator Key Pittman, was passed on April 22, 1918 

and was enacted the very next day to melt “up to 350 million silver dollars.” This amount 

would come close to filling an Olympic size swimming pool with silver! It begs the ques-

tion: where did all of this silver go? 

Much of it was sold overseas, the majority going to Great Britain. At this time India re-

mained under British rule with minting operations in Bombay and Calcutta. It is well doc-

umented that the entire emission of Calcutta One Rupee silver coins dated 1919 were 

produced from “Pittman” silver. The Calcutta minted coins can be distinguished from 

their Bombay counterparts by the absence of a tiny dot at the 6:00 position on the coin’s 

reverse. 
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 Bruce’s World Coins  
                                       

           

                    
  

Phone: (706) 436-9577 
  

brucegetman@gmail.com  

Member of ANA, GNA, SCNA, BRNA  

  

Photos from the author’s collection 

In my opinion every collection of Morgan Dollars should also contain a 1919 India One 

Rupee from the Calcutta Mint. I am thinking the hole for the 1895 proof-only Philadel-

phia coin that has been sitting empty for so long looks like a good spot for it! 
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Continued 

MEMBER CLUB NEWS! 

That’s a wrap for Low Country’s  

2023 Summer Coin Show! 
Despite some torrential rain, LCCC’s Summer Show floated 

successfully through the weekend! The biggest problem was 

having to dodge the rain as dealers unloaded their vehicles! 

Saturday was a great day for the club!  Not quite record attendance overall, but youth 

attendance was a record.  Robert Catron coordinated a Scavenger for the Young Nu-

mismatists along with 9 other dealers.  This was a first for the Low Country Coin Club 

and everyone was excited!  36 youth participated and as soon as it was over most of the 

youth were ready for more! 

In addition to the Hunt, a Boy Scout Coin Collecting Merit Badge session was held, led 

by Chris Staubes, a long-time LCCC member. Through his efforts 27 Boy Scouts got 

their certificates. Super job and thank you Chris!! 

Besides all the wheeling and dealing among the dealers and visitors, the Low Country 

Red Cross held a blood drive Friday afternoon at the Coin Show.  A prize drawing for a 

1928 Horse Blanket was held just for the blood donors Friday evening.  Lowell Knouff 

took that bill home! When you see him, congratulate Lowell for putting his blood, sweat, 

and tears into our hobby! 

Winners of the semi-annual Club Raffle were Sean (last name unknown) won the $5 

gold, Brenda McDowell won the 3 Morgan dollars and Billy Baker won the 2023 Ameri-

can Silver Eagle.  Three certified MS70 2023 American Eagles were given as door priz-

es and 12 door prizes were won by others attending during the 2 ½ day show. 

After organizing more than 20 shows for LCCC, this was the final show for Bourse 

Chairman, Richard Smith.  Thank you Richard for your many years of service to our 

club, we are very grateful! 

 

 

 

The Camden Coin Club’s Spring 2024 show will be held March 22 & 23, 

2024 with dealer setup on the evening of March 21st. Note:  This is one 

week later than usual because the Arena was booked for the week be-

fore.  Now we have locked-in the 3rd weekend of March and  Septem-

ber. The show will be at the same venue as the September 2023 

show—the Camden City Arena at 420 Broad Street (Broad St. is Hwy 521).To get to our 

new location take Exit 98 off I-20 and go toward Camden.  The arena is about a mile on 

your right after you pass Camden's Historic Revolutionary War Park. We now have more 

space for dealers and will have security for the full two days! 

MEMBER CLUB NEWS! 

  m            b 
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MEMBER CLUB NEWS!  

Make your plans to visit our show and check out our new 

location. Why not bring the family and let them check out 

the Revolutionary War Park or maybe the antique shops 

downtown while you are enjoying our expanded Bourse 

area and filling out your want list?  Afterwards take the 

family to lunch or dinner in one of the many downtown 

restaurants!  Make your trip one that the whole family will 

enjoy, come to Camden and enjoy a full day of fun for you and the family! For more 

information check out our website CamdenCoinClub.com. The Club meets monthly 

on the fourth Tuesday at 7 pm in downtown Camden at Bill Blake’s Coin Shop, The 

Mercantile at 1110 Broad Street, Camden, SC 29020. We can be contacted via 

email at camdencoinclub@gmail.com or phone us at 803-713-5311. 

 

  g             b 
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The Midlands Coin Club has been a buzz of activity! After our 

successful show in May (our first two-day show), we have been 

busy planning the next and working on many other activities. 

June activities included helping “man” the table at the SC Home-

school Expo again this year to promote Numismatics. We wel-

comed many young students to try their hand at geography at our foreign coin country 

find game. I couldn’t get some kids to leave! We were there to promote numismatics, 

history, economics and geography as well. It’s always fun to watch kids walk away with 

coins. We estimated about 80 kids walked through our program in about 6 hours. The 

SCNA funded this event through its YN Program, the Midlands Coin Club provided vol-

unteer support at the event. Special thanks to Tom Elmore, Amber Nodine, Will Gragg, 

and SCNA President Randy Clark for their 

help educating these youths. 

The Midlands Coin Club also participated in 

the Hettie Anderson Lecture held on June 29th at the main branch of the Richland 

County Library in Columbia. There were two guest speakers— Ms. Karen Strickland, 

genealogist and researcher, and our club President and SCNA 

board member Mr. Will Gragg. Karen covered Hettie’s life in general 

and Will covered her contribution to numismatics and provided 

some history of the St. Gaudens Gold Coin. The Midlands Club sold 

raffle tickets for a 1999 ¼ oz. Gold coin to help raise money for the 

grave marker, the winning ticket was drawn by Karen Strickland via 

“live Stream” on Facebook. Don H. from the Parker Coin Club and 

Greenville Coin Club won the gold! Congratulations Don! 

For those who attended the event, they received a free custom Het-

tie Anderson Medal at the end of the program! These were funded 

and created by the SCNA and Midlands Coin Club. The Richland 

County Library stated that this lecture was one of the best attended 

they’ve had, with an estimated 80-100 people in 

attendance. Related to all the Hettie events and activities spear-

headed by Midlands, author Robert Van Ryzin wrote a follow-up to 

his November 2021 Hettie Anderson article that was published in 

Numismatic News. His most recent article focused on the events 

occurring in South Carolina. His second article was published in a 

recent edition of Numismatic News, and with the author’s permis-

sion is reprinted in this issue of the SCanner, Thanks Robert!.  

The club has ventured out and created our first annual $20 Gold 

Coin Raffle! We selected a 1911-S St Gaudens graded MS64 by PCGS. Tickets are 

$10 each and only 500 will be sold. The monies raised by this raffle will be used for nu-

mismatic programs for future events. See the flyer on page 30 for more information. 

MEMBER CLUB NEWS! 
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Contact a club member for your tickets today. Drawing will be held during our first meet-

ing in January of 2024 via “live stream” again. 

In 2022 the club presented the Cayce 

Historic Museum with some very nice 

issue 7 Confederate notes that were 

printed in Columbia SC in 1864. CHR 

just received funding for a display case 

to be used with these notes. Will 

Gragg & Mike Smith met with museum 

staff to begin the work on the display. 

We provided information for the notes 

and other info related to their printing. 

The club may contribute to having UV film placed on this case to prevent light from fad-

ing the colors. There will be more to come on this continuing project! 

In July 2023 the Midlands Coin Club 

was happy to donate to Columbia Inter-

national University’s general scholar-

ship fund! We were able to donate 

$500 to show our appreciation for the 

use of their facility for our monthly 

meetings and auction. Our Treasurer 

Dave Cashin and his wife Margareta 

presented the check to Diane Mull CIU 

Vice President of Institutional Advance-

ment and Peggy Lee Manoogian CIU 

Director of Alumni Relations and Gift Receipting. 

The next BIG event on our calendar was our very successful 

Fall Coin Show which was held on Sept. 8-9, 2023. Historian 

Tom Elmore presented two very special “Tom Talks” related to 

Columbia SC history: The Burning of Columbia in 1865, and 

Celtic Columbia, which explored the deep ties Columbia has to 

the Irish and Scottish people. Our fundraising raffle featured a 

French 10 Franc Gold “Rooster” coin!  

Upcoming event: There will be a Hettie Anderson grave site 

event sometime either in February (Black History Month) or March (Women’s History 

Month) of 2024. There will be more information forthcoming, make plans to participate! 

We always invite you to join the fun in Columbia every second Thursday of the month at 

Columbia International University (William Jones Bldg.), 7435 Monticello Road, Colum-

bia for our monthly meeting, program and auction. More details concerning club activity 

can be found on our website at www.MidlandsCoinClub.com. You can also find us on 

popular social media platforms: https://www.facebook.com/MidlandsCoinClub, https://

www.instagram.com/midlands_coin_club/, and https://twitter.com/Midlands_Coin.  
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MEMBER CLUB NEWS! 
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The SCC met Tuesday, August 15, 2023. 30 folks attended including 27 members and 

3 visitors. Our July and June meeting attendance held steady at 35 people, which is a 

record so far in 2023. With cooler weather and through the fall months, we anticipate 

hitting 40 +. In August we gained 3 new members (2 Adult,  1 YN), Chanon & James 

Griffith and Riley Finotti. Welcome aboard to the friendliest coin club in America! We 

have gained 17 new members so far in calendar year 2023 and we now can proudly 

report we have 42 active members in good standing (current dues paid in-full) as of 

8/16/2023! We are looking forward to soon reaching the 50-active member mark! 

Our Sumter Coin Club Facebook page is now up to 45 Likes with 77 Followers. It is 

growing constantly and your support helps! You can see our SCC page by clicking the 

link here: www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100090486946670 

President Glenn Heimburger recently led us in a wonderful program to test our coin 

grading skills. He attended seminars at the ANA headquarters in Colorado Springs this 

past summer, and he shared his new knowledge with our membership. Glenn present-

ed 8 various coins (cents through silver dollars) for grading. Your club secretary (who 

owns every coin grading book known to humankind from the last 50 years) under grad-

ed 5 coins and over graded 3 coins. I think we can all agree that grading is subjective 

and is not an exact science. Having stated that, it is important to study grading all that 

one can -knowledge is IMPORTANT and a PLUS in our hobby. Thanks Glenn for shar-

ing your new knowledge and for a fun and challenging quiz! 

SUMTER COIN CLUB ANNUAL 2023 SHOW! It will be here quicker than most realize 

- the doors to the public at 9AM, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2023. See or contact 

Bourse Chairman/Club President Glenn Heimburger for more information and to learn 

how you may be able to help. 

NEW CONTACT INFO: Please note the Sumter Coin Club email has changed from 

@outlook.com to: sumtercoinclub@gmail.com. 

 

We meet the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7pm at the  

Patriot Park Pavilion,  

380 General Drive, Sumter, SC.  

Contacts: Glenn Heimburger – 803-316-3899 or  

David Durham 803-468-3724 

 

COME AND JOIN US!! 

MEMBER CLUB NEWS! 
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Continued 

The “Other” United States Dollars, 
From Down South  

By Mark Benvenuto 
Ever notice that the well-known reference book on American 

coins A Guide Book of United States Coins (i.e., the “Red Book” 

to many of us) has featured a foreign coin as the “lead off” coin 

in its Introduction (a 1734 Felipe V 8 Reale from Mexico)? Care 

to venture a guess as to what coin this is? Hint: this coin was 

accepted in circulation until 1857 and helps explain the origin of 

the United States dollar coin.   

What is called the Spanish milled 

dollar, the famous piece of eight, 

gets credit as the major silver coin 

that kept commerce going before 

there was any United States Mint.  We can make the argu-

ment that this coin and its Mexican successor kept things 

moving all the way up to 1857, when Congress got around 

to passing a law that mandated they be turned in, and folks 

start using United States coins exclusively.  Keeping this in 

mind, and knowing that any United States silver dollar 

made before 1804 will be an expensive coin to add to any 

collection, it might be worth assembling a quartet of what 

can be titled the working silver dollars of our young nation.  

Here’s what we mean. 

8 reales of Charles III: Spain had managed to unify most of the Iberian peninsula long 

before 1759, when Charles III took the throne – more properly named Carlos Sebastian 

de Borbon y Farnesio.  As well, Spain had been building an empire for more than two 

centuries, much of it in the New World. A huge reason for 

this growth of empire on our side of the Atlantic was all the 

mineral wealth that could be extracted. That definitely 

meant gold, but it also meant silver! The 8 reales coins of 

Charles III are fairly common, in large part because the 

king kept his royal job all the way to 1788. Two main varie-

ties of this coin exist, KM #105, issued 1760—1771 and 

KM #106.2, 1773-1784, both of which are shown on the 

next page (courtesy of NGC at https://www.ngccoin.com/). 

KM #106.1 is an error coin—the initials “M.F.” and the 

mintmark are inverted. These coins were issued in 1772 

and 1773. 

 

Graphics & Article Layout by Steve Kuhl 

1734 Spanish Dollar, 
Source Heritage Auctions 

Felipe (Philip) V, King of 
Spain. Reigns:  

11/1/1700—1/14/1724 
9/6/1724—7/9/1746 

Charles III, King of Spain 
Reign: 1759—1788.  
Source: Wikipedia 
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Continued 

A fourth version of this coin, KM 

#106.2a (1785—1789) exhibits the 

same design of KM #106.2, but with 

a reduced silver content, being 

0.8960 fine and 0.7797 oz ASW. 

Today a person could take a stab at 

putting together a date run of the 8 

reales pieces of Charles III, but for 

those of us on a more limited budget, 

a single piece could serve as one 

that might have circulated in the 

young United States. Pieces that 

show some wear will obviously be 

less expensive than uncirculated 

specimens.  But overall, a good-

looking example should run a few 

hundred dollars. 
 

Next, Charles IV: The next man to have the throne was Charles IV, with the much long-

er complete name of: Carlos Antonio Pascual Francisco Javier Juan Nepomuceno Jose 

Januario Serafin Diego de Borbon y Sajonia was “large and in charge” from 1788-1808. 

Unfortunately, Carlos IV got stuck with a nation and empire that had several serious 

financial shortages. That was definitely a reason to keep pounding out 8 reales coins! 

Perhaps obviously, the entire name of the king did not 

make it onto his 8 reales pieces, or any of his other coin-

age, for that matter.  The standard legends on the obverse 

of these big, silver discs was “Carolus IIII Dei Gratia” and 

the date.  The king is depicted wearing a Roman laurel as 

a headdress, an ancient symbol of regal authority.  As with 

his royal dad, a person could try to assemble a serious 

date run of these early “dollars.”  But once again, a single 

piece can be purchased for only a few hundred dollars.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KM #105, 1760 - 1771 
Source: NGC 

KM# 106.2, 1773 – 1784  
Source: NGC 

Charles IV 8 Reales 1808/7 Mo-TH MS63, KM #109 
Source: Heritage Auctions 

Charles IV, King of Spain 
Reign 12/14/1788—

3/19/1808 
Source: Wikipedia 
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Next, Ferdinand VII: The next Spanish king to have his 

royal noggin on the 8 reales was the ill-fated Ferdinand VII, 

who had the throne for a brief time in 1808, then after a 

great deal of intervention by Napoleon, again from 1813-

1833. .  Plenty of us are aware that in this span of time, 

Spain lost most of its New World colonies, and the wealth 

that came with them. A wave of revolutionary wars created 

new, independent nations, where before there had been 

Spanish possessions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As with the 8 reales coins of the 

father & son Charles, Ferdinand’s 

are available to any interested collector today.  Plenty of them have been encapsulated 

by some third party grading service, and thus there are quite a few with hefty price tags 

(as the better preserved specimens tend to be those which get slabbed).  There are still 

some raw versions of these 8 reales to be had though; and those which show some 

wear are still available at decent prices.  This third piece should not be difficult to add to 

the duet we have just suggested. 

Next, the Mexican 8 Reales: Our history books often tell us the United States Revolu-

tionary War lasted from July 4th, 1776 to late 1783.  While we can debate exact dates, 

the Mexican War of Independence really beats the tar out of our revolution from the Brit-

ish Empire when it comes to the duration. Lasting from 1810 to 1821, the end result was 

a newly-independent Mexico, which among other things meant a change in the coinage. 

These coins were struck at 14 regional mints across Mexico from 1824 to 1897 and a 

huge quantity were issued during this 73-year period. Often called the “Cap and Rays” 

dollar because of its design, one side of the coin shows a cap with rays  Continued 

Mexico Spanish Colony 8 Reales, Ferdinand VII,  
KM# 111. Source NGC 

Ferdinand VII, King of Spain 
Reigns:  

3/19/1808—5/6/1808 
12/11/1813—9/29/1833 

Source: Wikipedia 

Flag of Mexico 1821-1823 Flag of Mexico 1821 
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of light emanating from it and the word LIBERTAD on the cap. The mark of the mint at 

which the coin was produced, as well as the weight of silver contained in the coin and 

the initials of the Assayer who certified the silver fineness are all part of the design on 

this side (see Editor’s note for more information). The other side of the coin bears an 

eagle with a serpent in its mouth, which was the national emblem of the new Republic.  . 

Many collectors of foreign coins draw a line between the 8 reales pieces from Mexico 

that were issued by Spain and 

this, collecting one but not the 

other.  Yet this coin too belongs 

in any line-up of early United 

States silver pieces. This coin 

became internationally recog-

nized and used as a medium of 

trade. It kept the wheels of com-

merce going in many places, and 

it certainly served as a silver dollar 

in the growing United States.  

There’s some good news when it 

comes to adding a Cap and Ray piece to the three 8 reales examples just mentioned.  

That is: the prices are routinely lower and even Mint State examples of these pesos are 

pretty affordable. 

So, a big foursome! These four coins  will always be listed in the standard reference 

books as being issues of Mexico and Spain.  But it’s fair to say that this quartet of big 

silver is as much a part of United States commerce as it was of other lands.  Collecting 

them can be a lot of fun, can be quite educational, and will definitely be a more afforda-

ble endeavor than trying to get our hands on any pre-1804 dollar that came out of the 

young Mint in Philadelphia. 

Editor’s Notes: 1) The Chart to the right shows 

the decimal number associated with the mint 

and mintmark for this series of coins. Assayer 

initials were not added to this chart because 

there are simply too many to list. A compre-

hensive list is available on page 914 of the 7th 

edition of the Standard Catalog of World 

Coins,  1801—1900; 2) The weight of the sil-

ver in the coin is denominated as "10 Ds • 20 

Gs" (10 Dineros 20 Granos). Pure silver is 12 

Dineros, and each Dinero was fractioned on 

24 Granos, so 10Ds+20Gs = 10/12 + 20/288 

= 83.333% + 6.925% = 90.3% Silver.  

Source: Numistma at https://en.numista.com/

catalogue/pieces7394.html 

KM #377.10, 1824 Republic of Mexico "Hookneck" 8 
Reales, Mo-JM, Cleaned, XF Details, Certified by 

PCGS. Source: Heritage Auctions 
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Saint-Gaudens’ Model 
Receives Grave Marker 

By Robert Van Ryzin 

To some, Harriette “Hettie” Eugenia Anderson was 

known as Saint-Gaudens’ model. By Augustus Saint-

Gaudens, she was hailed as “certainly the handsomest 

model of either sex I have seen.” And to collectors, she is 

remembered as the model for the stunning Saint-

Gaudens double eagle minted from 1907-1933. 

Now, alerted to Anderson’s Columbia, S.C. roots by an 

article in the Nov. 9, 2021 issue of Numismatic News by 

Robert R. Van Ryzin, the South Carolina Numismatic 

Association and the Midlands Coin Club, Columbia, S.C., 

have joined in an effort to install a headstone in Columbia’s Elmwood Cemetery, where 

the acclaimed African American Gilded Age model is buried, next to her mother. 

Van Ryzin’s article, “Saint-Gaudens’ Model: From Victory to the Glimmering Gold $20, 

Hettie Anderson Inspired Many,” highlighted new research by Anderson relative Willow 

Hagans and researcher Eve Kahn that clearly establishes Anderson’s role as the model 

for “Victory” at the front of the Sherman Monument and her likely involvement with the 

double eagle design. Anderson’s modeling 

for the Saint-Gaudens masterpieces was 

first brought to light in a Numismatic Liter-

ary Guild Award-winning article by Willow’s 

late husband, William E. Hagans, in the 

Feb. 26, 1991 issue of Numismatic News. 

MCC president and SCNA governor Will 

Gragg credited former SCNA president 

Bruce Getman for drawing attention to the 

2021 Numismatic News article and current 

SCNA president Randy Clark for authoriz-

ing the gravestone marker’s project, which 

was managed by Gragg for the MCC and 

the SCNA.  The organizations split the 

costs and MCC members provided the 

manpower. “As an SCNA governor and 

president of the Midlands Coin Club, it was 

important we become involved in this pro-

ject,” Gragg said. “After reading the original 

article published in  
Continued 

Headstone placed at grave of Hettie Ander-
son in Elmwood Cemetery, Columbia, SC by 
the South Carolina Numismatic Association 

and the Midlands Coin Club.  
Photo Courtesy of Will Gragg 

Hettie Anderson. Photo cour-
tesy of Williams Hagan and 

the National Part Service 
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November 2021, we realized she was a 

native of Columbia, South Carolina and 

was buried in an unmarked grave in 

Elmwood cemetery as well. Both organiza-

tions felt it was important to honor her as a 

fellow South Carolinian and highlight her 

importance to our hobby. We got involved 

with the project immediately as it promotes and recognizes numismatics and South Car-

olina. South Carolina has a rich history of numismatics, and she is one of our super 

stars.” 

The headstone’s design was approved in late 2022 

and, with the support of genealogist and researcher 

Karen Strickland and the South Carolina African Ameri-

can Heritage Commission, was installed on June 26, 

2023 in Elmwood Cemetery. It carries a depiction of 

the obverse of the Saint-Gaudens double eagle and 

above it the text “HARIETTE EUGENIA / ANDERSON / 

1873-1938 / HERE LIES THE GODDESS-LIKE MISS 

ANDERSON.” Text below the double eagle credits the 

SCNA and MCC in partnership with the SCAAHC for 

placing the marker.  

The prior April, 

the city celebrated the installation of a “Hettie 

Anderson Homesite” historical marker in Colum-

bia on the west side of Wayne street, between 

Taylor and Blanding streets. This recognition 

was spearheaded by Strickland of the SCAAHC. 

The marker, which has text on both sides, reads 

in part, “Harriette ‘Hettie’ Eugenia Anderson, 

acclaimed African American art model of the 

Gilded Age grew up in a house at this site.” On 

the opposite side appears, “Notable works for 

which she posed include Central Park’s William 

T. Sherman Monument and the Saint-Gaudens 

double eagle coin.”  The historical marker (40-

223) was officially dedicated on April 25, 2023, 

with Strickland and Columbia mayor Daniel Rick-

enmann giving presentations. Strickland has also 

led lectures on the topic at the Richland Library 

in Columbia. One of those, on June 29, was titled 

“The Other Side of the Coin” and featured talks 

by Strickland and Gragg. Those attending were 

presented with special medals, designed by Gragg, honoring Anderson. 

Bruce Getman, Will Gragg, and Randy Clark 

Monument of General William Tecum-
seh Sherman and Victory, By Augus-
tus Saint-Gaudens, 1902. Grand Pla-

za, Manhattan, NY. Photo by Axel 
Tschentscher - Public Domain, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?

curid=106590544 

1907 High Relief Saint-Gaudens 
$20, PCGS MS66 

Courtesy Heritage Auctions 
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Thirty numbered sets, minted in silver, 

copper and bronze, were sold to 

SCNA and MCC members to help 

finance the distribution of the free 

medals. These sets were slabbed by 

ANACS, using SCNA labels. One set 

was given to Strickland for her efforts. 

The limited remaining supply of free 

medals is being reserved for distribu-

tion at a gravesite commemorative 

event titled “Spirit of Life” being 

planned by Gragg and Strickland and 

tentatively slated for February (Black 

History Month) or March (Women’s 

History Month) 2024. 

Editor’s Notes: 1) Article reprinted with permission of 

the Author; Originally published by Numismatic 

News, Vol. 72, No. 24, August 29, 2023; 2) Photos 

Courtesy of Will Gragg unless otherwise noted; 3) 

Additional photos provid-

ed in this version of the 

article; 4) In addition to 

Mayor Rickenmann, 

Mayor Pro Tem the Hon. 

Edward McDowell, Ms. 

Strickland, and Ms. 

Charmaine Clowney, JD 

also remarked on the 

occasion of the unveiling 

of the historical marker in 

April 2023; 5) Article 

layout by Steve Kuhl 

 

 

Left to Right: Will Gragg of SCNA & MCC; Karen 
Strickland, Genealogist,  Hon. Daniel Ricken-
mann, Mayor Columbia SC, and Hon Edward 

McDowell, Mayor Pro Tem, Columbia, SC 

Hettie Anderson Medals 
designed by Will Gragg 
and produced for and 

distributed by the SCNA. 
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Th  D   m (      m          ) 
Most of the pieces I write focus on items, techniques and trends for young collectors. 

It is very important we help kids today get into this hobby. This article, I wish to dis-

cuss my dream which will help promote this hobby to all, young and old. 

The ANA has a great museum in Colorado and the 

Smithsonian exhibit is OK, but I want to see a Mon-

ey Museum here in South Carolina. I would call it 

the Palmetto Money Museum. Now before I get 

started, I know a few of you will think “But Will, we 

already have museums that feature a few numis-

matic items”. Yes, the State Museum has a few 

distinct pieces like the famous South Carolina ele-

phant tokens and the Confederate Relic Room and 

Military Museum features a signer of Confederate 

notes (Malvina Gist) but neither focus on our mone-

tary system, finance and how we got to where we 

are today, especially in SC.  

South Carolina has a rich history when it comes to 

finance and our monetary system. From early Con-

tinental and Colonial Currency, our use of Spanish 

silver prior to and during colonization, South Caroli-

na’s printing of Confederate currency to our bonds 

issued to help rebuild SC after the war. Some of 

these benefited our citizens while some were rife 

with corruption. It really is a rich history of Mill to-

kens and Obsolete banknotes that kept commerce 

moving in this “rich in resources” state. 

The Palmetto Money Museum dream would be set 

up like any other museum, chronologically. It would 

start at the world level, beginning of early man and 

showcase trade items and shell money often used for barter and the trade of goods. It 

would then move to ancient and next to medieval with examples of coins from around 

the globe.  The displays will move into a more modern era of coinage and paper money. 

There would be examples of early coin presses, and dioramas showing men hammer 

forging coins and maybe a working scale model of the modern minting process.  

Th  D   m 

(      m    

      )
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Included would also be videos and models of old 

and modern printing presses and techniques ex-

plained. These displays would be mixed in with their 

respective eras of money. Included in the timeline 

would be interesting items in time like “Bryan Mon-

ey” brought on by William Jennings Bryan’s political 

need to reinstate silver into the US economy, to 

Bernard von NotHaus’ creation of NORFED 

“privately issued” silver and currency that got him 

into legal trouble with the federal government, and 

highlights on Shipwreck coins that can hold a place 

in history and time. The Museum could also display 

examples of the famous “DB Cooper” currency found 

in the woods from his daring robbery and in-flight escape, and pieces of Confederate 

States of America (CSA) blank paper seized by the Union during their 1862 blockade of 

South Carolina. Also included would be an area on counterfeiting and fakes, how it af-

fects the coin market and the economy, examples of modern fakes and examples and 

stories of some famous counterfeits like the “Omega” $20 Saint Gauden fakes and the 

Henning nickels of the 1950’s. This won’t just be a collection of numismatic items, but a 

collection of artifacts with great history and stories.  

There would be a large area just dedicated to money (coins, currency, tokens, medals 

and other exonumia) of South Carolina. Lots of obsolete notes, state bank notes, Con-

federate (seventh issue) notes printed in Columbia, numismatic items from the Charles-

ton Expo (SC Inter-State and West Indian Exposition) of 1902, the Columbia Sesquicen-

tennial of 1936, the SC Tricentennial of 1970, plus so much more. We can hang large 

SC Railroad Bonds, Confederate Bonds and other state issued bonds and uncut sheets 

of obsolete notes. There would be exhibits for famous South Carolinians that signed 

currency or whose likeness graces notes and the St. Gauden’s $20 Double Eagle gold 

coin whose face of Liberty is South Carolinian Hettie Anderson. Mill and trade tokens 

that kept commerce moving in SC when regular money was scarce will be displayed. We 

could have exhibits for local SC Coin Clubs and display SCNA memorabilia. The idea is  
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to promote clubs and organizations, not 

shut them out. The Palmetto Money Mu-

seum’s goal would be to teach people 

about money, the history of money and 

the history of money in SC. The museum 

could have some interactive exhibits like 

machines you could use to make museum 

medals and elongated cents. There would 

be classrooms, and an auditorium for 

hosting bus loads of South Carolina 

school children on field trips, Boy Scout 

Merit Badge clinics, maybe even some 

ANA Seminars. Of course, there would be a fee to get in and we could sell member-

ships since we will have to pay employees, security and tour guides. And our gift shop 

would obviously be the coolest around 

This would also be a place where people can 

actually donate items that will be used for dis-

play or educational purposes. I have heard sto-

ries of rare and extensive SC related numis-

matic material donated to museums that NEV-

ER get displayed. If it is numismatic material, 

this museum would do it’s best to display or 

exhibit. We could even host a rolling exhibit 

area where clubs or individuals can display their 

material for a month or two. I would also love to 

have a convention area, maybe about 10,000 

square feet for Coin Shows. This could also be 

rented for other shows during the year to help 

keep the museum funded and it would expose 

many people to the museum. The Palmetto 

Money Museum could host wine & cheese fund 

raisers too! The SCNA, ANA and smaller clubs could help sponsor and help build the 

museum, it would be great if we could keep it a non-profit. 

Call me a Numismatic mad man, but this Palmetto Money Museum idea would achieve 

a dream goal of exhibition, promotion and education and would help serve the Numis-

matic community in the Carolinas and beyond. I feel after the many years of collecting 

items, I could almost provide all of the exhibit items needed. While I have been working 

with kids on a smaller level, YN programs and BSA Merit Badge clinics, why not go BIG! 

The question is who else is with me? 

See everyone at the 2023 SCNA convention! 

Will  
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Continued 

US Coin Patterns of 1792 
By Arno Safran  

After many a sleepiness night trying to come 

up with a topic for a new article, the author 

realized that 2022 represented the 250th 

anniversary of our country’s first coinage 

designs, for it was in 1792 that the pattern 

coins of the five denominations shown here 

were created. While the actual pat-

tern coins represented by these repli-

cas were not intended for circulation, 

some of the originals did in fact enter 

circulation and are valued from six 

figures to over a million dollars when 

they surface at auction today!  

For diehard collectors who cherish 

our first attempts of coinage as a 

nation, the Gallery Mint Museum--which started 

striking replicas of our earlier US coins in 1993--

produced a series of replicas of the 1792 coinage 

in 2003 using the same type of screw press and 

alloy combinations that appeared on the 

originals struck at the Philadelphia Mint in 

1792. In this article we will see examples of 

both, an example of each of the rare 

“originals” and the “copies” produced by the 

Galley Mint! Shown to the left are Gallery 

Mint Museum replicas of the 

1792 copper and Birch 

cents, along with the silver 

half-disme, disme and quar-

ter struck in 2003 (not to 

scale).  

Between 1993 and 2005, 

the Gallery Mint Museum 

located in Eureka Springs 

Arkansas made copies of 

some of our most magnificent US coin designs, coming very close to duplicating the 

exact images of the originals that our earliest engravers, such as Robert Birch, Adam 

Eckfeldt, possibly Henry Voigt, Joseph Wright, Robert Scot, and John Reich produced 

between 1792 thru 1836.  
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As a result, these replicas have increased in value concurrent with the rise in copper, 

silver, and gold contained in them, while virtually all previous copies are practically 

worthless today. So, owning a set of the Gallery Mint Museum replicas of 1792 was a 

good investment for collectors who acquired them between 2003 thru 2005. For exam-

ple, the 2003 Gallery Mint Museum 1792 Birch cent was sold for $20.00. That said, the 

purpose of the article is to display and discuss examples of the “real thing”, even though 

just about none of us reading this stand a chance of acquiring any of the original set of 

1792 pattern series. 

This example of an original Birch cent—named after its creator Robert Birch—was ac-

quired at an enormous price by a wealthy collector at the FUN Show in Orlando, FL 

back in January, 2015. Only ten to eleven specimens are known to survive since the 

coin entered circulation. One of 

the reasons for its short tenure 

was due to its size, about 32 mm 

in diameter, the size of a silver 

half-dollar since 1836. If you 

want a similar one at an even 

higher grade than the AU58 

shown, there are still a number of 

Gallery Mint Museum specimens 

available at a far lower price.  

The Birch cent was considered too large, so coiner Henry Voight suggested that a 

smaller sized silver centered copper coin be struck containing 75% copper surrounding 

25% silver. The diameter of the 

coin would be reduced from 32 

mm to 24 mm (shown right). 

About twelve of these have sur-

vived and range in price today 

from a low of $400 for a VG-10 

scratched piece all the way up to 

$5,000,000 for an uncirculated 

MS-67 specimen.  The Gallery 

Mint Museum specimen showing 

the silver center cent was also 

priced at $20 when released in 

2003. The word COPY can barely 

be seen inside the top center of 

the wreath on the reverse. An 

alternative 1792 suggestion was 

to make a larger cent with the 

same alloy of 75% copper to 25% 

silver but appearing as a copper 

coin.  

1792 Birch cent, J-4, PCGS AU58, CAC approved 

Original 1792 silver-center cent (above); Gallery Mint 
Museum replica (below). Both are 24mm in diameter. 
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Continued 

This idea was rejected because it was be-

lieved that the public would be skeptical 

about the coins silver content if the metal 

remained unseen. Finally, in the following 

year the first US large cent with a diameter 

of between 26 and 27 mm was put into 

circulation. Shown to the right is the actual 

design for the one cent coin that was re-

leased into circulation.  

The tiny half-disme coin shown here at left 

was struck in 1792 as a regular issue, and 

unlike the low mintage cents, around 1,500 

half-dismes were actually produced. Ac-

cording to the 76th edition of A Guide Book 

of United States Coins, these coins were 

minted in a private workshop because the 

US Mint had not yet been built! Many ex-

amples of this denomination exist, but they 

are still extremely costly across the grad-

ing spectrum ($25k for AG, $95k for VF; 

$200k for AU). The beautiful toned speci-

men shown here, which is the highest 

grade known, sold at auction in 2013 for 

$1.15 Million! The lowest graded specimen 

the author found on PCGS’ COINFACTS’ 

website was one graded Good-6 (above) and it still sold for $38,400 at an auction held  

in Nov. 2017. While appearing bland by comparison, it is an example of a well circulated 

coin that wore equally across its surfaces. Collectors interested in acquiring a 1792 half-

disme may be able to find a Gallery Mint Museum specimen (as shown at the beginning 

of this article) but it will probably cost much more than the original 2003 selling price of 

$20.00! 

Finally in 1794, and again in 1795 

(with far greater numbers  - esti-

mated at over 86,000), the first 

Flowing Hair variety half-disme 

was struck and placed into circu-

lation. The spelling of our first half

-dismes and dismes were based 

on the French term, disme which 

means “a tenth” of something, in 

this case a tenth of a dollar. The half-disme meant the coin was half the value of 1/10 of 

a dollar, and may have been pronounced “deem” but more likely, “dime” by Americans.  

1793 1C Chain, AMERICA, S-3, B-4, Low R.3, 
PCGS AU58+; Courtesy PCGS.com 

1792 half-disme, H10C (Regular Strike) 
PCGS MS68. Courtesy PCGS.com 

1795 Flowing Hair Half-disme PCGS VF-25 
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Unlike the 1792 half-dismes, the 

ten cent silver disme patterns 

were never intended for circula-

tion, with only three known silver 

and fifteen known copper varieties 

believed to have been coined. 

The highest known example of 

the three 1792 silver dismes sold 

at auction in January 2015 for 

$998,790. This coin was part of 

the Patrick Collection. The follow-

ing year the same coin re-

appeared for sale, this time in a 

PCGS holder graded the same 

(AU50) and it sold for the same 

price! Obviously, this is not a coin 

that is affordable by 99.9% of the 

numismatic community but it is 

one of three silver examples of the 1792 silver disme issue. The beautiful replica of the 

1792 silver disme was priced at just $24.00 when it was released by the Gallery Mint 

Museum in 2003. It appears as a close second regarding the engraver, Ron Landis’ 

ability to create an almost exact copy. There are very slight differences such as the tip 

of Miss Liberty’s hair on the origi-

nal appears to extend upwards 

between the N and the T on the 

original but not on the replica. As 

for the “original”, the first actual 

disme intended for circulation was 

the Draped Bust disme type is-

sued in 1796 and designed by our 

first Chief Engraver, Robert Scot. 

A total of 21,235 coins were mint-

ed. Shown here is a 1796 Draped 

Bust disme in high mint-state.  

Scot’s new Draped Bust design 

was a major improvement over 

his Flowing Hair types of 1794 

and 1795, which only appeared 

on the half-dismes, half-dollars 

and dollars. In 1996, the Gallery Mint Museum released the 1796 replica of the Draped 

Bust disme (shown above) which was priced at just $19.00. Unfortunately, the common 

feeling was this replica was not up to standard of GMM’s previous issues due to its 

weak strike. Compare the obverses between the original and the copy shown here.  

Above: 1792 disme, Judd 9, Pollack 10, NGC AU50. 
Below: Gallery Mint Museum replica, struck in 2003 

Gallery Mint Museum’s replica 1796 Draped Bust 
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Pictured to the right is the finest 

known example of the 25c white 

metal pattern coin struck in 1792. 

The coin was designed and en-

graved by Joseph Wright who was 

considered one of the most talent-

ed engravers of that period. Re-

grettably, Wright fell victim to the 

Yellow Fever epidemic in Philadel-

phia in 1793. Four examples of the design type are known with two struck in copper 

(labeled Judd 12) and two struck in white metal (listed s Judd-13) one of which was 

graded AU50 and the second being the AU58 finest known coin shown above. Quite 

recently, the example pictured here sold for $1,260,000 at a Heritage Auction held on 

April 24, 2021. For readers interested in our US early coinage, there is a lot more defini-

tive history regarding this particular rarity by Zeke Wischer in his article discussing the 

history of the 1792 quarter and the various owners who possessed the rarity over the 

years. These can be found on the Heritage Auction Archives website describing the 

coin. 

The 1792 replica of our very first quar-

ter-dollar design was the last one of 

the five coin series to be released by 

the Gallery Mint and this occurred 

back in 2003. The replica cost just 

$28.00 and buyers could choose on 

which side of the coin they preferred 

the word “COPY” to appear. Separate-

ly the prices at the time for the 1792 

replicas were $20.00 for the silver 

center cent, the Birch cent, and the 

half disme, while the disme was priced at $24.00 and the quarter at $28.00, totaling 

$112.00 for all 5 coins. Later, the mint offered a five-piece boxed set which had a see 

through plastic window holder sized for each denomination that was priced at $119.  

With the rise in price 

of silver since 2003, 

the three silver coins 

alone have increased 

in value over the al-

most two decades of 

their existence. Shown 

to the left is an entire 

set of GMM’s replica 

1772 Pattern set. 

Inspecting the First Coins of the First United 
States Mint, by John Ward Dunsmore, 1915  

1792 quarter pattern, Judd-13, R-7 NGC AU58 
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Numismatist Learn! 

By Stephen Kuhl 

Rabbit Trail Discoveries! 

As one can imagine, being the Editor of any publication has its benefits and its draw-

backs. As Editor of The SCanner over the past 5 years, I’ve had my share of discover-

ies and “AH HA!” moments! Often these occur when I am fact checking an article or 

digging deeper into a topic to make sure it is being accurately and inclusively portrayed. 

This process played out “in spades” when I was editing this issue’s featured article on 

1792 Pattern Coins by my great long-time friend and fellow numismatist Mr. Arno Saf-

ran. I was so awed by what I found that, while I had intended to write the next Numis-

matists Learn! article in the February 2024 issue, I simply had to share this information 

now, I just simply couldn’t sit on it! 

The first interesting discovery was directly related 

to the topic at hand: 1792 US Pattern Coins. 

While trying to track down an answer to some 

obscure question I had related to the article, I 

discovered there is an interesting book available 

that provides background, context, and analysis 

for the coinage of 1792. Titled 1792: Birth of a 

Nation's Coinage, this book was written by Pete 

Smith, Joel J. Orosz, and Len Augsburger, and 

was published by Ivy Press in February 2017.  

Heritage Auction’s website characterized this 

book as: “Winner of the 2017 Numismatic Literary 

Guild Book of the Year, recognizing the work with 

the greatest potential impact to numismatics, 

1792: Birth of a Nation's Coinage is the long-

awaited research-based study of the 1792 coins, which were produced during the first 

six months of the U.S. Mint's existence. These cents, half dismes, dismes, and mysteri-

ous eagle-on-globe pieces, have been little studied and long misunderstood. In the 225 

years since they were struck, mysteries have accumulated around them. Legends have 

explained their origins, arguments have raged over their status, and wild guesses have 

been taken about their rarity.”  

An Addendum to the book was published by the Authors in August 2017 and contains 

material that was not included in the published version of the book. The book may be 

purchased from Heritage Auctions at this website: https://coins.ha.com/itm/books/1792-

birth-of-a-nation-s-coinage-softcover-w/i/960011813.s and the Addendum is also availa-

ble as a download from the Heritage website. Both the book and the downloadable Ad-

dendum can also be found in various conditions—from used to new—on many retail  

https://coins.ha.com/itm/books/1792-birth-of-a-nation-s-coinage-softcover-w/i/960011813.s
https://coins.ha.com/itm/books/1792-birth-of-a-nation-s-coinage-softcover-w/i/960011813.s
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Continued 

sites on the internet. You can bet your sweet bippy I ordered a book and downloaded 

the Addendum! I received my copy within a few days, and let me tell you, it is PACKED 

with detailed information on these coins. I see why the authors won a numismatic liter-

ary award! More about this book is planned for a future article.  

The next area of learning was related to the Gallery 

Mint Museum itself. The Gallery Mint Museum closed 

its doors at the end of 2005. In the 20 years of opera-

tion they issued replicas of many very rare coins, from 

American to Ancients. They also published newslet-

ters and collector updates to allow GMM patrons to 

remain current with the activities at the Mint. While 

researching I found the following website: https://

gmm.cdbpdx.com/news/  This website contains links 

to all of the GMM newsletters. This is a nice treasure 

trove of reference material for all the products issued 

by the GMM, as well as related operational production 

(manufacturing dies, mintage reports, etc…), market-

ing, literary topics, 

and humor – see 

GMM’s “Grading 

Scale in the side-

bar! These news-

letters are very 

interesting and very 

well-done!      

The last page of the last GMM newsletter (issued No-

vember 2005) contained an order form dated October 

2005 that listed the GMMs products that were availa-

ble for purchase at that time (see graphic on right). 

This form could serve as an excellent checklist for 

someone who wanted to compile a collection of Gal-

lery Mint Museum coinage! Note that earlier editions of the newsletter also contained 

order forms and probably listed items that were available upon initial issue but were 

sold out and unavailable by December 2005, so one may have to consult additional 

newsletters to build a complete listing of all GMM’s offerings.  
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The final “AH HA!” moment was quite protracted and actually resulted in multiple cool 
discoveries! One is so remarkable (at least to me) that instead of trying to describe it I 
have chosen to painstakingly copy the whole body of work for you to read in toto else-

where in this issue! Here goes: 

At the end of Arno’s article was an image of George and Martha Washington visiting the 

first United States Mint in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The artist and date of the original 

painting was not attributed in Arno’s article, and as Editor of The SCanner I felt it im-

portant to identify this information and share it with the readers.  

So I “asked The Google” and lo and behold, I found myself presented with TWO imme-

diate trails to follow. First at the US History web page dedicated to the founding of the 

US Mint in Philadelphia (https://www.ushistory.org/tour/usmint.htm) I found attribution 

for the George & Martha Washington / US Mint painting featured in Arno’s article! This 

website identified the painting as being a 1915 work of John Ward Dunsmore and indi-

cated the painting was titled Inspecting the First Coins.  

The website went on to say that “The painting, completed over a century after the 

event, is not meant to be a historically accurate representation of who was actually pre-

sent to inspect the first minted coins.” More importantly, the main characters depicted in 

the painting were described as: “The painting shows a seated Martha Washington sur-

rounded by the President [George Washington], Harry Voigt (who would become the 

first Chief Coiner), future President Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of the Treasury Alex-

ander Hamilton, David Rittenhouse, the Mint's first director, and a few others. Martha is 

poised to inspect the first coins minted.” Now we not only have attribution, we have 

identified several of the main characters! Sweet!  

But the second and most thought-provoking “trail” awaits. This one is a doozy! As a 

result of my search I found myself reading the February 1916 (yes, 1916) issue of The 

Numismatist! The magazine is available in a digitized public domain format because 

Google has engaged in a years-long effort to digitize public domain material that is out 

of print. As a researcher I am so very grateful for their efforts.  

This issue of The Numismatist (Volume XXIX, No. 2) had several intriguing articles in it, 

most notably one entitled The First U. S. Mint and Its First Coins. Published in February 

1916, it provided a comprehensive and fascinating discussion of the original Philadelph-

ia Mint, including a photograph of the original three buildings, along with a detailed de-

scription of the provenance of the photo and the history of ownership of the real proper-

ty. This important article was very informative and is worthy of being read, so it is re-

printed in its entirety elsewhere in this issue of The SCanner! It can also be accessed 

on the Google Digitized Books website at https://books.google.com/books?

id=qJUUAAAAYAAJ&dq=first%20coins%20martha%20washington%

20eckfeldt&pg=PA62#v=onepage&q&f=false 

Another surprise was received when, in reading the article, it was found to contain an 

image of the Dunsmore painting, which it turns out was commissioned by Mr. Frank H. 

Stewart, owner of the Frank H. Stewart Electric Company that was established on the 

original site of the first Mint! Mr. Stewart bought the property in 1907 and demolished  
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The Mint buildings in 1911 in order to build a facility for his company. He was a dedicat-

ed historian and he performed painstaking research to document the Mint and its oper-

ations. He produced a pamphlet of historical information, as well as the Ye Old Mint 

photo and commissioning of the Dunsmore painting.   

This article also provided a more precise accounting of who the people were in the 

painting, as well as some of the surrounding items in the room:  

Fascinating stuff! But walk with me! Now that I have stepped back more than a century, 

my interest was piqued – what else is in this Journal that “speaks to me”? Perhaps it 

was this short snippet announcing the discovery of the second example of the 1861-O 

half-dollar minted by the Confederacy? This announcement seems to really underplay 

the discovery, considering only four examples were / are known to have been minted.  

Or perhaps it was the Report of the American Numismatic Society’s Committee on For-

eign Coins? Information was scarce in the depths of World War I, and this hampered 

the ability of the Committee’s resources to find and report new accomplishments. Yet in 

this issue of the magazine they announce the U. S. Mint’s production of coinage for 

Cuba (some of my favorite world coin designs):  
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As well as numismatic news from the midst of the battlefield, such as this announce-

ment about coinage issued in Belgium! 

These examples I have highlighted merely scratch the surface on the fascinating con-

tent of this periodical. I plan to read it in its entirety!  

If you can’t tell, this trip down the rabbit trail really “jazzed” me! Although this article was 

titled Rabbit Trail Discoveries! it could have been easily been called Fringe Benefits of 

being an Editor! But in reality, the interesting and beneficial knowledge I gained was 

simply part of the job – Editors become very well versed in their areas of interest as they 

devote years of study, one article at a time. In the five years since I became Editor of 

The SCanner, I have authored over 50 articles, with another 40+ “on the drawing board” 

in various stages of development. I’ve also penned 14 numismatic presentations with 

another 19 planned. Most of these articles and presentations had their genesis in some 

“AH HA!” moment that happened, often during conversations with other numismatists 

but most frequently during editing, writing, or researching articles. I hope that I have 

provided some “AH HA!” moments to you during the course of my writings!  

Happy AH-HA’ing! 
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Please complete the information listed on the                   

Application Form on the reverse of this page, and send 

the completed form to SCNA’s YN Director.  
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The First U. S. Mint and Its First Coins  

Reprinted from The Numismatist, Vol. XXIX, No. 2, February 1916  

Continued 
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Article Courtesy of Google Digitized Books at: https://books.google.com/books?

id=qJUUAAAAYAAJ&dq=first%20coins%20martha%20washington%

20eckfeldt&pg=PA62#v=onepage&q&f=false 

This material is in the Public Domain and is presented in its entirety as originally pub-

lished in The Numismatist, Volume XXIX, Number 2, February 1916. 
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Letter from the SCNA Bourse Chair 

Dear Fellow Numismatists and Numismatic Dealers: 

You are cordially invited to join us for SCNA 51st Annual Convention. 
The SCNA Annual Convention is the largest coin show in the Caroli-
na’s. This show has been held on the last weekend in October for 50 

years, and is a legacy and testament to the hard work and perseverance of SCNA mem-
bers, leadership, and participating Dealers for over half a century! This is your conven-
tion as much as it is SCNA’s, and it is a pleasure to renew acquaintances with you year 
after year! Note that as many shows have done, in 2023 SCNA has shifted our Conven-
tion to start one day earlier, with the show being open to the public Thursday – Satur-

day. 

SCNA’s Convention continues to improve by finding new ways to provide a forum for 
numismatic education and growth! If you’ve attended a SCNA convention in the recent 
past you know that we host one of the best Youth Numismatics programs to be found! 
The SCNA YN Carnival provides youth (and often adults) with fun games to play and 

neat numismatic prizes to be earned (kids only)!   

And this year, as was true for our golden 50th Anniversary convention in 2022, the 
American Numismatic Association will be conducting two educational seminars. We will 
be bringing back the popular Fundamentals of Grading seminar given last year, and 
new for 2023, we will have ANA’s Counterfeit Detection training course. Please note: all 
available seats for last year’s ANA seminars were reserved by August, so if you are 
interested in attending, go to www.SC-NA.org or www.money.org for more information 

and to sign up for your spot in these great opportunities! 

Super Saturday brings more learning opportunities! This year we are honored to present 
Mr. Tom Wood will present his excellent seminar on the Coins if the Holy Land! In the 
second Super Saturday session, Dr. Tony Chibbaro will challenge us with inaugural 
SCNA Currency Quiz! Winners will be awarded prizes in both the Adult and YN catego-
ries, so be sure to attend this new “edventure”! And Mr. Will Gragg, with the support of 
several volunteers, will be bring back the Scouts Coin Collecting Merit Badge workshop. 
Come on Friday to peruse the bourse floor, and spend Saturday enjoying the special 

seminars brought to you by SCNA! 
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Our venue at the Greenville Convention Center is amenable to both Dealers and Pa-
trons. There are no stairs to climb or arduous walks from distant parking lots to deal 
with.  Dealers can drive their vehicles right onto the bourse floor for unloading and 
loadout.  Dealer setup is on Wednesday from 2 PM to 8 PM.  The Convention is Thurs-
day through Saturday. Security is available until Sunday morning at 9 AM for those deal-

ers who chose not to drive out until Sunday. 

Security is paramount, and for your safety we have several uniformed and plain-clothed 
security officers with full arrest authority watching everything on the bourse floor in addi-
tion to numerous security cameras in use. Everyone entering the show is video recorded 
and required to show legal identification.  The SCNA has absolutely no problem aiding 

in the prosecution of shoplifters. 

While currently no Covid or other public health-related restrictions are in place, the 
SCNA kindly asks each of you to refrain from entering the convention if you have, or 
suspect you may have, been exposed to anyone with related symptoms in the two 

weeks prior  to our convention.   

If you see any problems or areas where we can improve, please let us know at the front 

desk or contact me directly at Table 149 or on my cellphone. 

Your patronage and continued support make this one of the finest shows in the South-

east, and we look forward to continued growth and participation  

Many Thanks, and on behalf of the SCNA Board of Governors, we are excited and look 

forward to seeing you this October!! 
 

Bill Latour 

Bourse Chair, 

SCNA Convention & Coin Show  

Phone: 843-532-5089 
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DON’T MISS YOUR OPPORTUNITY  

TO ADVERTISE IN SCNA’S 

2024 SHOWTIME GAZETTE!  

SPACE IS LIMITED! 
If you would like to reserve space to  
advertise your numismatic or non-

numismatic business in SCNA’s  
2024 Showtime Gazette, please contact 

Steve Kuhl at 803-645-1769 or e-mail him 
at scnanewsletter@gmail.com 

Terms and Conditions apply—See the SCNA Website 
at www.sc-na.org for more information. 

Submission Deadline: 3/31/24 
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S UT    R L N  NU  S  T    SS    T  N 
EX    T     ET T  N RULES 

A. Each Exhibitor must submit a separate application for each category or class of 

exhibits being entered. Exhibitors must be a member of the SCNA in good standing.  

B. The exhibit application(s) must reach the address of the responsible person on the 

application by the date specified.  

C. Judges of exhibits or their families shall not place judged exhibits. Non-competitive 

exhibits are permitted for these persons.  

D. All materials in exhibits must be authentic. Any replicas, forgeries, or counterfeit 

materials must be labeled as such.  

E. Exhibits may not advertise any contents for sale or have any statement of price or 

value. There will be no identification as to ownership or reference to the person dis-

playing the material submitted for display.  

F. Up to 4 exhibit cases may be provided by the SCNA to Exhibitors for use at the 

convention. Additional cases may be provided upon request of the Exhibitor, if cases 

are available and the Exhibit Competition Chairperson authorizes the additional cas-

es. 

1. Exhibitors may use their own cases provided total space does not exceed space of 

7 SCNA cases.  

2. All cases must lie flat on the tables provided.  

3. No electrical outlets will be provided.  

4. No titles or placards or numismatic material of any kind may be placed outside the 

exhibit cases.  

G. Exhibits of material not capable of being presented in the usual cases will be per-

mitted only upon prior and specific arrangement with the Exhibit Chairperson and 

subject to the concurrence of the executive board chairperson (President).  

H. In the event of any question of the legality of any material submitted for display, 

the decision of the SCNA President or the show Exhibit Chairperson is final.  

I. Exhibit rooms or specified area will be open for the placement of exhibits according 

to the time schedule set on the application or in the letter accompanying it. Each Ex-

hibitor is responsible for having his/her exhibit set up at the appointed time.  

J. A small label will be affixed to each case denoting the number of the exhibit, the 

number of cases, and the group (category) in which it is entered.  
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K. The Exhibit Chairperson will keep a full and complete record of all exhibits, showing the 

name of the Exhibitor, the group (category), the ID number, and number of cases used. 

Names of the Exhibitor will not be disclosed until the judges have made their reports to the 

chief judge, all reports are tallied and prepared, and winners and runner-up(s) have been 

determined. Exhibitors who wish to remain anonymous must inform the exhibits chairperson 

with the application.  

L. Each SCNA display case will remain locked and sealed by the Exhibit Chairperson or assis-

tant in the presence of the Exhibitor. (The Exhibit Chairperson will keep the case keys until the 

exhibits are removed; or, the cases shall be locked and the keys shall be the responsibility of 

the Exhibitor until the exhibit is removed.)  

M. Security will be provided during the show times published. Exhibitors are advised the pres-

ence of security personnel or security systems does not constitute a guarantee against loss, a 

policy of insurance, or a promise to indemnify in the event of loss by fire, theft or other casual-

ty.  

N. To be considered for an award the exhibit must be in the exhibit hall prior to the deadline 

set forth previously mentioned according to the time stated in the application letter.  

O. The decision of the exhibit judges is final. The award will be presented at a ceremony 

scheduled by the SCNA President and the Executive Board.  

P. Any questions or requested exceptions to the exhibit rules should be referred to the Exhibit 

Chairperson. Approved exceptions will be provided in writing and are to be retained by the 

Exhibitor. 
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S            m—12 pm 
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Partic-
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Special Guests at the 2023 SCNA Convention! 
Please be sure to make time to visit with our special 

guests from the Astronauts Memorial Foundation (AMF)! 

The Astronauts Memorial Foundation (AMF) was founded 

in the wake of the Space Shuttle Challenger accident in 

1986. AMF honors the US astronauts and astronauts who 

flew with US crews, as well as commercial crew-members 

during FAA-approved exploratory or experimental space-

flight, who lost their lives. Twenty-five astronauts are now 

honored by AMF at the nation’s Space Mirror Memorial at 

Kennedy Space Center, FL.  

5     NNU L S N    NVENT  N   S  W 
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Numismatics depends on the integrity of 

both Buyers and Sellers. A loss of trust re-

sults in lost business and the degradation of 

the reputation of our hobby. That is why the 

SCNA has an approved Code of Ethics which 

governs the conduct of SCNA Members.   

SCNA CODE OF ETHICS 
A Member must agree to comply with the following 
standards of conduct: 

To support and be governed by the By-Laws of the As-
sociation and by any other rules, policies, charters, 
regulations or other governance-related instruments 
as may be adopted from time to time by the Executive 
Board. 

To conduct his/her self so as to bring no reproach or 
discredit to the SCNA, or impair the prestige of its 
membership. 

To conduct all numismatic dealings in a just, fair and 
moral manner and to make no false statements as to 
the condition of a numismatic item (altered, counter-
feit, or otherwise) or in any other matter. 

To neither buy, sell, trade, give or receive numismatic 
items of which the ownership is unclear or suspect. 

To abide by all local, state and federal and to laws; to 
assist cognizant authorities, if requested, in their in-
vestigation of alleged violation of any local, state, or 
federal law.  

Confirmed violation of this Code, as determined by the 
SCNA Ethics Review Process, will be grounds for disci-
plinary action of the SCNA Member, as defined in the 
SCNA By Laws.  
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The SCanner is always looking for numismatic articles about coins, currency, 

tokens, medals, and exonumia, especially those related to South Carolina! SCNA 

will strive to maintain original content, but may edit an article due to space limi-

tations or identified issues. Submittal of articles for publication by SCNA consti-

tutes authorization by the Author for SCNA to edit the article content or struc-

ture as deemed appropriate. Inclusion of high-definition graphics in JPG or BMP 

format is encouraged. The Author is responsible for ensuring any copyrighted 

material is used within the terms of the copyright and source of such material is 

to be identified. Authors are encouraged to understand the benefits of the Fair 

Use Law. Submission of previously published articles will be considered, provid-

ed the Author is the submitter and the previous publisher has not restricted fur-

ther publication. Submittal also constitutes the Author’s agreement that the arti-

cle, once published in The SCanner™, becomes the property of SCNA and may 

be used in whole or part in future publications and activities of the SCNA. SCNA 

strongly supports the transfer of numismatic knowledge, however, re-printing or 

re-publishing of articles published in the SCanner™ requires written consent 

from the Editor of the SCanner™ who may be reached at scnanewslet-

ter@gmail.com.  
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WWW.SC-NA.ORG  

www.facebook.com/SCNumismatics 

www.instagram.com/sc_numismatic_association/ 

twitter.com/SC_Numismatics 
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51st Annual SCNA Convention 
Greenville Convention Center 
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